










DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


U, 8. 
fore #asINCTON D.C. VOL. 59, NO. 6 February 10, 1958 


—— 











President Requests Extension of Reciprocal Trade 
Agreements Program, Secretary Weeks Transmits 
Draft Bill; Hearings Set February 17—Pages 2, 3 














resulting} - - x ° 
se af Also in This Issues 
vate en / 
t-Impori| 
ximately| © 
= Israeli Economy Prospers Honduras Has New Petroleum Law 
ene Agricultural production increases and State grants four types of concessions 
mr industry expands—Page 6 to private operators only—Page 9 
irposes, 
okly Venezuela Sanctions World Pacts U. S. Coffee Market Shows Upturn 
. - Congress authorizes welfare agreements 281 million pounds imported in Novem- 
on ( 
yy with other nations—Page || ber, 55-percent increase—Page 30 
- i ,2wiss Machinery Construction at High Level—Page 22 
ment of * 
Super U. S. Exports Reach New High in 1957—Page 21 
C. : 
» to the 





pepe eee ma 


é 
= 





Foreign 


Commerce 
Weekly 


U. S. Department of 
Commerce 


Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


Henry Kearns, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 


Loring K. Macy, Director 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, 
$450 ($1.50 additional for foreign 
mailing); single copy, !0c. Make 
remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents and mail 
either to your nearest Field Service 
Office or to the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Address changes should be sent 
direct to the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments. 


Contents of this publication are not copy: 
righted and may be reprinted freely. Men- 
tion of source will be appreciated. Use of 
funds for printing this publication approved 
by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, 
June 20, 1955. 





Contents 


Commodity News....................+. 29 
Economic Conditions Abroad. 5 
Fairs and Exhibitions..................27 
Foreign Government Actions... 9 
Investment Opportunities..........24 
Transportation and Utilities......28 
U. S. Government Actions...... 


World Trade Leads........ Gitte: 
World Trade Publications..........26 


0 





Public Hearings Begin on Trade 
Agreements Act on February 17 | 


President Eisenhower, on January 30, formally submitted his D 
posals for an extension of the reciprocal trade agreements progr 
for 5 years beyond its scheduled expiration June 30, 1958. 

The Administration’s proposals previde for: New tariff negotiating 


‘ 


authority; a longer period within which the President can use thj 
authority; a strengthening of existing safeguards for domestic indus 


contained in present legislation. 

A draft bill incorporating the pro- 
posals together with a _ section-by- 
section analysis were sent to the Capi- 
tol with a letter of transmittal from 
Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks. 
Secretary Weeks is Chairman of the 
Trade Policy Committee recently estab- 
lished by the President to advise and 
assist him in the administration of the 
trade agreements program. Accom- 
panying the bill was a special message 
from the President in which he de- 
clared that “. . . enactment of this leg- 
islation—unweakened by amendments 
of a kind that would impair its effec- 
tiveness—is essential to our national 
economic interest, to our security, and 
to our foreign relations.” 

The bill will be co-sponsored by 
Chairman Wilbur D. Mills (D., Ark.) 
and Representative Robert W. Kean 
(R., N. J.) of the House Ways and 
Means Committee. The Committee will 
hold several weeks of public hearings 
beginning February 17. 















The initial witnesses will be spok 
men from the interested Executive Del 
partments and Agencies. Other persons 
wishing to appear and testify befor 
the Committee should submit their re 
quests to the Clerk, Committee & 
Ways and Means, Room 1102 Ney 
House Office Building, Washington 
D. C., by Monday, February 10. Wit 
nesses will be notified of. their dates q 
appearance as soon as possible afte 
the February 10 cutoff date. 

Anyone desiring to do so may submi 
a written statement in lieu of a per 
sonal appearance. Such statetments wij 
be considered by the Committee, ané 
also printed in the record of the hear. 
ings provided the statement is withiy 
the scope of the subject of the hearings 
A minimum of three copies of all sue 
statements should be submitted to th 
Committee not later than Friday, 
March 7. 








Use New Schedule 
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The U. S. Department of Com- 
merce maintains offices in the cities 
listed below for the purpose of pro- 
viding prompt service to internation- 
al traders. 

Among the services many export- 
ers find of value is the assistance 
rendered on proper statistical classi- 
fications on export decuments. A re- 
vised edition of “Statistical Classifi- 
cation of Commodities Exported from 
the United States—Schedule B” is 
now in effect and the new classifica- 
tions must be used. Prevent delays to 
your export shipments due to incor- 
rect numbers by consulting with your 
nearest field office if you are in doubt. 

In addition the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce keeps the field offices 


fully informed on the documentary | 


requirements of foreign countries. 
The experienced field staff will be 
glad to assist you on these and re- 
lated matters upon request. 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., 321 Post Office 
Bldg., Phone: 7-0311. 

Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 
Luckie St, NW. JAckson 2-4121. 

Boston @ Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. Liberty 2-5600. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 504 Federal Blidg., 117 
Ellicott St. MAdigon 4216. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas- 
ee te. West End Broad St. Phone: 
-4 ‘ 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 207 Majestic Bldg., 16th 
St and Capitol Ave. Phone: 8-891. 

Chicago 6, Ll., Room 1302, 226 W. Jackson 
Blvd. ANdover 3-360vu. 


B—Prevent Delays 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. CHerry 1-5820. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 100 Union Commerce 
Bldg. Annex, 1100 Chester Ave. CHerry 
1-7900. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104 Merchandise 
Mart. Riverside 8-5611. 

Denver 2, Cole., 
KEystone 4-4151. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
WoOodward 3-9330. 

Gfeensboro, N. C., 407 U. S. Post Office 
Bldg. Phone: 3-8234. 

Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Bldg. CApitol 2-7201. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 
ELgin 4-7111. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Room 2011, 911 Wale 
nut St. BAltimore 1-7000. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., Room 450, 1031 8 
Broadway. Richmond 9-4711. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 
JAckson 6-3426. 

Miami 32, Fla., 316 U. S. Post Office Bldg. 
FRanklin 9-5431, 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 

Bldg. FEderal 2-3244. 

New Srieans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
EXpress 2411. : 

New York 1, N. Y., Empire State Bldg. 
LOngacre 3-3377. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., Jefferson Bldg., 101 
Chestnut St. WAlnut 3-2400. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

ALpine 8-5851. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
GRant 1-5370. 
Portland 4 OneK« 217 Old U. S. Court. 
house & P. O. Bldg. CApitol 6-3361._ 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. Phone: 2-7138. 
Richmond 19, Va., 409 Post Office Bldg. 
MIiton 4-9471. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 
MAin 1-8100. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
St. EMpire 4-2552. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house, YUkon 6-3111. / 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
P. O. Bldg. ADams 2-4755. 


142 New Customhouse., 


Seattle 4, Wash., 809 Federal Office Bldg., 
909 First Ave. MUtual 3300. 
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Rinewal of Trade Agreements Act Asked 


President Sends Message To Congress; 
Secretary Weeks Transmits Draft Bill 


President Eisenhower’s message to the Congress of the United 
States concerning extension of the reciprocal trade agreements program 
and excerpts from Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks’ letter sub- 
mitting the draft bill to the Congress are as follows: 


TO THE CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES 


I request the Congress to enact legis- 
jation that will permit a continuation of 
the reciprocal trade agreements pro- 

m on an effective basis for a mini- 
mum of five additional years past June 
30, 1958. 

The enactment of this legislation— 
unweakened by amendments of a kind 
that would impair its effectiveness—is 
essential to our national economic inter- 
est, to our security, and to our foreign 
relations. 

The high importance of trade to our 
economy is evident. The income of our 
people arising from export trade alone 
approximates or exceeds’ that arising 
from many major segments of our econ- 
omy. The development of a healthy 
export trade has created a, significant 
number of jobs for our working men and 
women. Imports furnish our industries 
with essential raw materials and the 
benefits of technological advances, add 
to the variety of good available to our 
consumers, and also create jobs for our 
workers. Moreover, important geo- 
graphical areas within our country, as 
well as many of our key industries in 
both manufacturing and agriculture, 
look to expanding world trade as an 
essential ingredient of their future 
prosperity. 

Reciprocal trade agreements nego- 
tiated since the advent of the Trade 
Agreements Act have helped bring a 
more vigorous, dynamic growth to our 
American economy. Our own economic 
self-interest, therefore, demands a con- 
tinuation of the trade agreements pro- 
gram, Under this program sound two- 
Way trade can be further developed to 
assure to our industries widening op- 
portunities for participation in world 
markets, and to provide foreign nations 
the opportunity to earn the dollars to 
pay for the goods we sell, We can either 
receive the benefits of the reciprocal 
lowering of trade barriers or suffer the 
inevitable alternative of increasingly 
high barriers against our own commerce 
Which would weaken our economy and 
jeopardize American jobs, 

Important as growing international 
trade is to our country, it is equally 
important to our Allies and trading 
Partners, For them it is indeed vital to 
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the health and growing strength of their 
economies, on which their political 
stability and military power heavily 
depend. The assured future of the re- 
ciprocal trade program is necessary for 
our national security and for our entire 
foreign policy, 

In particular, it is essential to enable 
us to meet the latest form of economic 
challenge to the free world presented 
by Communism, In the State of the 
Union message, I spoke of the eco- 
nomic offensive that has been mounted 
against free nations by the Communist 
imperialists. The Soviet Union is en- 
gaged in an intensive effort, through 
combined programs of trade and aid, to 
divide the countries of the free world, 
to detach them one by one and swing 


them into the orbit of Communist 
influence, 


We must recognize the growing ca- 
pacity of the Soviet Union in the eco- 
nomic field, Their advances in technology 
and industrialization, together with their 
continuing repression of domestic con- 
sumption, enable them to supply, better 
than ever before, the machinery, manu- 
factures, and other goods which are 
essential to the economic life of many 
countries, 


The Soviet capacity to export is 
matched by its capacity and willingness 
to import. It is increasingly offering to 
import the surpluses of non-Communist 
States, In this way it seeks to tie such 
States to the Soviet orbit, and to exploit 
the trade difficulties of the free world. 


This challenge .in the economic field 
cannot be ignored without the gravest 
risk to our way of life. This fact alone 
makes it imperative that previous posi- 
tions be re-examined, and that par- 
ticular interests be reappraised in the 
light of overriding national needs, 


The question is whether the system 
of free competitive enterprise for which 
we stand will meet successfully in the 
international economic arena the chal- 
lenge hurled by the Soviet leaders. 


We will fail in this endeavor if the 
free countries do not continue their 
reduction of the barriers which they 
themselves impose on their trade with 
each other, We will fail if closed mar- 
kets and foreign exchange shortages 
force free world countries into economic 
dependence upon the Communist bloc. 


We will fail if the United States should 
now abandon the task of building a 
world trading system from which all 
free world countries can gain strength 
and prosperity in a free economic 
society. 

If our government is to play its 
decisive part in protecting and strength- 
ening the free economic system against 
the Communist threat, the trade agree- 
ments legislation which the Administra- 
tion is requesting of the Congress must 
be enacted. 


The Secretary of Commerce, who is 
Chairman of the Trade Policy Commit- 
tee which I recently established to 
advise and assist me in the administra- 
tion of the trade agreements program, 
including review of recommendations of 
the United States Tariff Commission, 
will transmit to the Congress the Ad- 
ministration’s le gislative proposals. 
These proposals, including the various 
safeguards for domestic industry, will 
generally follow the pattern set by the 
Trade Agreements Extension Act of 
1955, 

The amount of tariff reduction au- 
thority to be requested js essential to 
the continuing success of the program, 
as is the five year period of the proposed 
extension to the continuity in our trade 
relations. ¢ 


There is a further and very specific 
factor necessitating a minimum exten- 
sion of five years. Six European nations, 
which purchased nearly $3 billion of our 
exports last year, have established a 
European Economic Community which 
will become a common market with a 
population nearly as large as our own. 
These countries will ultimately have a 
common tariff applying to imports from 
the rest of the world. It is anticipated 
that important steps toward this com- 
mon tariff will become effective during 
1962—up to four-and-one-half years 
from the renewal date of our trade 
agreements legislation. This period must 
be devoted to negotiations with the 
new Economic Community and these 
negotiations must be preceded by pain- 
staking preparations. Both preparation 
and negotiation must be based on a clear 
grant of adequate authority, This time- 
table requires an extension of the legis- 
lation for a minimum of five years. Such 
an extension, with the tariff reduction 
authority to be requested, is necessary 
to carry the trade agreements program 
through the early formative years of 
the European Economic Community and 
strengthen our ability to further vital 
American interests there and elsewhere 
in the world, 

The five-year extension of the Trade 
Agreements Act with broadened author- 
ity to negotiate is essential to America’s 
vital national interests. It will strength- 
en our economy which is the foundation 











of our national] security. It will enhance 
the economic health and strength of 
the free world. It will provide a power- 
ful force in waging total peace, 


DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
THE WHITE HOUSE . 
January 30, 1958. 


Secretary Points Up 
Principal Features 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks, 
in submitting the Adi inistration’'s draft 
bill to the Congress, called attention to 
these principal features of the bill: 


(1) It would provide a five-year ex- 
tension of the authority to enter into 
trade agreements—from June 30, 1958 
through June 30, 1963. 


(2) It would also provide authority to 
reduce rates of duties to a point not 
below the lowest rates which would 
result from applying any one of the 
three methods of reduction described 
below. These would be alte*hative meth- 
ods and in no case could they be applied 
cumulatively. The alternative methods 
would lodge in the President the neces- 
sary flexibility to handle the variety of 
tariff levels which may be involved in 
negotations. ~ 

In this connection, I wish to stress 
that an important new situation has 
intensified the need for a long term 
renewal with expanded authority to 
reduce tariffs. Such a renewal] is neces- 
sary to help American industry and agri- 
culture in developing their relationships 
with the newly established European 
Economic Community. The six members 
of the new Communit y—Belgium, 
France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, 
and the Netherlands—last year bought 
nearly three billion dollars of our ex- 
ports, Under the arrangements which 
they have agreed on for the new Com- 
munity they are to have a common 
external tariff applicable to imports 
from other countries. 

The steps toward development of their 
new tariff will take shape gradually, and 
important developments are expected to 
occur during 1962, toward the end of 
the five-year renewal period which we 
propose, During this time we must make 
careful and exhaustive preparations and 
conduct detailed negotiations. Both prep- 
arations and negotiations must be 
based on a clear grant of adequate 
authority. In order to ensure the effec- 
tive participation of the United States 
and to promote our interests through- 
out this important period of develop- 
ment of the external tariff of the Euro- 
pean Economic Community, we need a 
five-year extension of the trade agree- 
ments legislation with adequate author- 
ity to reduce tariffs. 

It should be clearly understood that 
the reductions which would be author- 
ized by the bill are maximum limits. 
Items under consideration for tariff con- 


Q 


cession would, of course, be subject to 
the peril point procedures of the law. 
Beyond that, the total amount of reduc- 
tions made would depend, among other 
things, upon the willingness of other 
countries to make reciprocal reductions 
of their duties on our exports to them. 
Moreover, the present prohibition 
against transferring any article between 


the dutiable and free lists would be 
continued. 


Under the first method of reduction, 
the President would be authorized to 
reduce a rate of duty to a point not 
lower than the level which would result 
if the rate existing on July 1, 1958 were 
decreased by five successive annual 
reductions each equal to 5 percent of 
that rate. He would be authorized to 
reduce a duty by this same total amount 
over a shorter period, but no reduction 
in .excess of 10 percent of the July 1, 
1958 rate could become initially effective 
in any one year. 


Under the second method, the Presi- 
dent would be authorized to decrease 
the rate of duty existing on July 1, 1958 
by not more than three percentage 
points ad valorem, but no reduction 
could be made initially effective in any 
one year which would exceed one per- 
centage point. Under both the first and 
second methods, in the special circum- 
stance where a rate is increased after 
July 1, 1958, as by termination of a con- 
cession, the decrease becoming initally 
effective at one time could be one-third 
of a total reduction negotiated under the 
trade agreement, even though the one- 
third exceeded the above limits. 

Under the third method, the President 
would be authorized, as at present, to 
reduce an existing rate which is above 
50 percent ad valorem down to 50 per- 
cent ad valorem. Here, too, the reduc- 
tions would be carried out gradually; 
not more than one-third of the total 
reduction could be made initially effec- 
tive in any one year. 

(3) As I have indicated, the peril 
point and escape clause procedures and 
other safeguards for American industry 
and labor provided in the present law 
would not only be continued but would 
be strengthened. In this connection, I 
point out again what I said on the occa- 
sion of the first announcement of these 
proposals: “The new program is de- 
signed to add impetus to international 
commerce by taking into consideration 
new conditions and eliminating difficul- 
ties. Increased trade is desired because 
such progress is in the interest of the 
entire nation. But such interest would 
not be served if domestic industry were 
crippled and serious local unemployment 
resulted. The new safeguards are de- 
signed to prevent injury to the American 
economy as the flow of international 
commerce is enhanced.” 

First, the bill would provide the Presi- 
dent with greater authority to raise 
duties, In escape clause cases the Presi- 


i —, 


dent now has the option of (1) term. 
nating the trade agreement conc 
with the usual result that the rate 
established by the Tariff Act of 1939 
comes back into effect, or (2) of jp. 
creasing the duty by as much as 
percent above that existing on Jan 

1, 1945. Under the bill the President, 
in addition to continuing authority to 
terminate the trade agreement conces. 
sion, would be authorized to raise duties 
as much as 50 percent above the rates 
which existed on July 1, 1934 before any 
trade agreements had been entered into 
under the Trade Agreements Act. Since 
the 1934 rates on many items were 
substantially higher than the 1945 rates, 
this change would appreciably increase 
the extent to which the duties on such 
items could be raised where necessary 
to avert serious injury to domestic 
industries. 


Another feature which the bill would 
write into law would be a provision 
directed toward achieving more prompt 
and effective consideration of serious 
injury cases. It would be provided that 
if in the course of a peril point investi- 
gation of articles considered for possible 
negotiation of reductions in duty, the 
Tariff Commission finds, with respect to 
any such articles upon which a tariff 
concession had been previously granted, 
that an increase“in duty or additional 
import restriction is required to avoid 
serious injury to the competitive do 
mestic industry, the Commission shall 
promptly institute an escape clause 
investigation with respect to that 
article. 


This would, in effect, direct the Tariff 
Commission to institute escape clause 
proceedings when peril point investi- 
gations disclose that existing rates of 
duty threaten or cause serious injury. 
Under existing law there is no such 
direction to the Commission under these 
circumstanees, and frequently many 
months may elapse before the escape 
clause machinery is set in motion. 

(4) Certain other aspects of the new 
reduction authority should be noted: 
The bill would provide that each part 
of a total reduction shall be in effect 
for at least one year before the next 
part becomes effective. Futhermore, no 
part of a reduction can be made initially 
effective after the first part shall have 
been in effect for more than four years. F 
In other words, reductions could tb 
made in not more than five parts @ 
stages. 

This would also permit parts of 8 § 
total amount of reduction to be 


‘spaced that the parts following the first 


one need not be made initially effective 
in immediately succeeding periods of 


one year each. For example, a total jam 


reduction amounting to 15 percent 0 B 
be put into effect in two parts, could be 
So spaced that the second part would 
become initially effective at any time 
between the end of the first year 
the end of the fourth year. 
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n! Colombia To Settle Foreign Trade, Balance High 

of in. vs : e e@ e e,°e 

a Commercial Backlog - Dominican Economic Conditions 

ident, | The Government of Colombia has an- S ° f ° F h 

ty to |gunced that arrangements for settle- atis actory in ourt uarter 

auth gent of all outstanding commercial .* ; 

rates |lucklog accounts were concluded in the _Economic conditions were satisfactory in the Dominican Republic 
© any | 4st week of December 1957. during the fourth quarter of 1957. 

d into | ost European creditors are to re- Indications were that the Republic would close the year with the 
Since tive 20 percent cash and 80 percent in highest level of foreign trade and the most favorable trade balance on 
rite gilee or in notes maturing beginning record. , 
crease | January, 1959. Under the original The money market was relatively tight, but interest and rediscount 
1 such | 49/40” settlement announced in Feb- rates did not change. 
essary | mary, 1957, United States creditors re- Industrial and business activities continued at satisfactory levels, 
mestie gived 60 percent in cash and 40 per- although collections were slow. Retail sales increased sharply, helped by 
would | #at in interest-bearing notes. (Foreign the Christmas season and payment of an estimated $7 million in Christ- 
vision | @mmerce Weekly, Feb. 25, 1957, p. 8). mas bonuses to tens of thousands of workers. 
rompt | Even before announcement of these Reasonably favorable prospects for production of agricultural com- 
erious | sitlements, however, their value was modities were maintained, which showed some recovery fv6m the serious 
d that fouded by repeated announcements by drought earlier in the year. 
er blic figures, including the Finance Dominican exports for the first 9 gation, and power project on the Nizao 
y, the |iimister, that refinancing of the pay- months of 1957 totaled $119 million, of River, which is intended to increase both 


gents on the commercial backlog debt 
ms a necessity for Colombia in 1958. 
debt service payments in 1958, in- 
tre om all other public foreign debt, 
avoid }ull.amount to approximately US$110 
ve do- jaillion, and these spokesmen main- 
1 shal] }aimed that servicing this debt burden 
Clause |Wuld leave insufficient exchange for 
ential imports in 1958. 
The 1958 budget announced in De- 
mmber by the Finance Minister not 
gy was not reduced, as had been 
pomised, but it totaled 1,463 million 
s0s—101 million more than the 1957 
wdget with all supplemental appropri- 
ions (approximately 6.50 pesos= 
i$$1). As announced, the budget shows 
many }Mreases for the Ministries of Agri- 
escape jfiture, Education, and Health and for 
: te public debt, with the other minis- 
he ew fies remaining about the same or with 
noted: light decreases. 
h part | The means of payment in November 
. effect |Mreased approximately 70 million 
e next |#80S, or 2.7 percent. This increase orig- 
ore, no jlited in payments made by the Gov- 
nitially #™Ment from taxes collected in Oc- 
li have #@er and in Central Bank loans to 
r years. ce the coffee crop, and is a sea- 
uld be PM@al effect. 
arts o&f | The certificate exchange rate con- 
ttued a gradual rise in December, with 
s of a Pe free dollar rate stable, though both 
be so giles showed irregularities induced by 
he first #8 closing of many businesses and the 
fective over the holiday season. The 
iods of ificate dollar closed at 5.42 pesos, 11 
a total #@ints over November’s closing quota- 
cent to #@1, while the free dollar remained at 
ould be #40 pesos for the greater part of the 
+ would 
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ity in the first few days of 1958. 
Import authorizations for December 
(Continued on page 80) 
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mMnth. Both rates showed a rising tend- . 


which $69 million represented sugar ex- 
ports and cacao nearly $12 million, The 
press reported that total exports had 
reached $134 million by the end of No- 
vember, 


Some observers anticipated some re- 
laxing of the money market after the 
first of the year when the new budget 
goes into effect and the new sugar sea- 
son gets under.e.way. The budget for 
1958 of about $150 million, the highest 
on record, was approved in December 
by both Houses of the Congress, Indica- 
tions were that the public works appro- 
priation would receive a_ substantial 
increase. 

Although no major new manufactur- 
ing enterprises were launched, facilities 
expanded in some places, and several 
American firms were investigating local 
investment possibilities, 

Discovery of oil in the area near Azua 
in the southern Province of Azua was 
announced during the quarter. Although 
indications were encouraging, it was not 
established whether oil exists in com- 
mercially exploitable quantities. 


Civic Improvement Planned 
A major civic improvement plan an- 
nounced in October, affecting a large 


‘area on the north and northwest out- 


skirts of Ciudad Trujillo, called for con- 
struction of workers’ housing, schools, a 
hospital, and paved streets at an ex- 
pected cost of about $6 million, The re- 
vised plan now contemplates an expendi- 
ture of about $20 million and calls.for 
the construction of about 6,000 low- and 
medium-cost housing units, Work has 
begun on street grading and plans have 
been drawn for the construction of the 
first 1,000 housing units, 

Plans were progressing for the con- 
struction of a combined aqueduct, irri- 


electric power and water supply to the 
cities of San Cristobal and Ciudad 
Trujillo. 


Although the sugarcane area was ex- 
panded at least 10 percent during 1957, 
doubt was expressed as to whether the 
crop would materialize as well as ex- 
pected, because the cane being ground 
did not appear as well developed as 
usual. 


Production of coffee, cacao, and to- 
bacco, the other three principal export 
crops, were reported to be slightly high- 
er than normal, while the production of 
rice and corn was expected to be normal. 


The Dominican Republic and West 
Germany signed a Treaty of Friend- 
ship, Commerce, and Navigation on De- 
cember 23, 1957. Although details of the 
treaty were not yet available, the press 
emphasized the feature in the treaty 
that is intended to stimulate German 
investment in the Dominican economy. 


Tourist Business Slow 


The tourist business was slow during 
the quarter, and it appeared certain that 
the year would show a decline from the 
levels of 1956. Total tourist entries for 
the first 11 months of 1957 were down 
3,500 to 37,875 from the corresponding 
period of 1956, and estimated tourist 
expenditures were $4.5 million, as 
against $6.9 million, 

The principal reasons for the decline 
are the unsettled conditions in Haiti 
and Cuba, which have hurt tourism in 
the Caribbean generally, and the fact 
that Dominican tourist publicity pro- 
grams have not kept pace with the pro- 
grams carried out by other Caribbean 
countries.—U, S. Embassy, Ciudad Tru- 
jillo, 
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Israeli Economy Expands Further; 
Farm Output Up, Industry Grows 


The Israeli economy continued its rapid expansion in 1957, agri- 
cultural production rising by about 10 percent and industrial expansion 


16 percent. 


Industrial expansion was particularly strong in the last half of the 
year. Agricultural production and values increased, and exports regis- 
tered sharp gains. The overall expansion reflects the continued opti- 
mism of consumers and businessmen. 

The Government was concerned for the future, if additional pri- 
vate investment capital is not attracted to make possible increased 
productivity. It also was concerned with the chronic problem of pay- 
ment of large subsidies to make exports competitive on the world 
markets and to keep the cost-of-living index down. The latter is neces- 
sary to avoid excessive inflation through periodic wage increases, since 


wages are tied to the cost-of-living index. 


The Israel Industry Institute was 
organized in Oetober 1957 with a share 
capital of I£36 million to make loans 
for industrial development (1 Israeli 
pound = US$0.56). The Government and 
Histadrut (Israel Confederation of La- 


bor) together will own 54 percent of 
the shares. 

Government approvals January-No- 
vember 1957 for establishment of new 
industrial plants and for expansion of 
existing facilities amounted to $46 mil- 
lion, compared with $42 million for the 
corresponding period in 1956. Figures 
for the implementation of foreign in- 
vestment, however, showed a big drop 
from 1956, as follows: Projects starting 
operations in the period January-No- 
vember 1956, $6.4 million and 1£30.6 
million; and projects starting ~opera- 
tions in the period January-November 
1957, $1,591,000 and I1£9,239,000. The 
Minister of Commerce and Industry ap- 
pointed a committee to make a final 
decision as to the profitability and de- 
sirability of the project for a “steel 
town” at Acre. The issue of $3 million 
preference shares by Koor Ltd. in the 
United States, initiator of that scheme, 
which now has been approved by the 
Securities Issue Committee, will raise 
some of the funds needed for financing 
this scheme. 

Two large industrial plants, estab- 
lished since 1949, announced expan- 
sion plans late in 1957. Kaiser-Frazer 
of Israel announced a planned invest- 
ment of $6 million in 1958, with Gov- 
ernment participation by loans of 70 
percent for plant construction for pro- 
duction of gears and engines and also 
for a metal working plant. The man- 
agement of the local refrigerator plant 
has indicated that 1£2.2 million will be 
spent to expand facilities for produc- 
tion of mere component parts, includ- 
ing electrie condensers. 

A plant for the production of mag- 
nesium at Sodom on the Dead Sea with 
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a capacity of 1,000 metric tons annually 
and an estimated investment of about 
$2.1 million was recommended by a com- 
mittee of the Reparation Company. The 
committee stressed that German engi- 
neers were willing to assist in the estab- 
lishment of the proposed plant. 


Agricultural Production Up 


Israel's agricultural production for 
the crop year ending September 30, 
1957, indicated that physical output of 
agriculture increased 13 to 14 percent 
and the value of production by 18 to 
20 percent. Winter crops and citrus 
fruits particularly showed excellent re- 
sults. Food produced locally provided 
about 67 percent of the food require- 
ments. Exports of agricultural produce, 
largely citrus fruits, were valued at 
about $50 million. Other agricultural 
products entering the export trade in- 





———— 


chide eggs, peanuts, bananas, Vege. 
tables, and flowers. 

The estimated cotton crop yield ‘Was 
20,000 bales or about 50 percent of 
present requirements. Peanut prodye. 
tion was considered to be somewhat 
higher than the 1956 production of 
14,000 metric tons, and the yield 9 
olives was so low that 
fruits will go for pickling with littl 
left for oil extraction. 


Exports Rise Sharply 


Exports in December of $15 million 
brought total exports for 1957 to $1349 
million compared with a total value of 
$103.8 million for 1956. A breakdown 
for the first 9 months of the year 
shows considerably higher receipts for 
exports of citrus and diamonds. The 
higher prices for citrus exports was a 
major factor in the increased exports 
by value of Israeli products. The ex. 
port value of chemicals and pharmacey. 
ticals doubled in the period January- 
September in comparison with 195% 
values. Exports of vehicles and _ parts 
of vehicles, of handicraft, and of tex. 
tiles gained 40, 60, and 23 percent, re. 
spectively. Considerable increases jn 
exports occurred in the trade with Yu 
goslavia and Turkey. 

While exports of agricultural produce 
and of diamonds become increasingly 
oriented toward hard currency coun 


tries, exports to countries with which | 


trade agreements are in force, includ- 
ing both soft currency countries in the 
West and Soviet-bloc countries, account 
for about 50 percent of other industrial 
commodities exported. 

A trade agreement with Norway was 
renewed in December, and one with 
Uruguay in October. Also the trade 
agreement with Poland was expanded 
considerably in volume and diversity of 





Ecuadoran Fiscal Piveihicn Cool | 


the commodities to be exchanged. 





The Ecuadoran fiscal position in December was satisfactor y—better 
than had been predicted earlier in the year. 

The 1958 budget, however, was generally estimated to be unbal- 
anced by about 100 million sucres, approximately US$6.5 million, and, 


the constant increase in the public debt caused concern in informed ! 


circles. 

International reserves remained con- 
stant in the period December 1-20, 
though the Central Bank’s foreign ex- 
change cash transactions showed a net 
surplus of US$167,000. Exports remained 
high, but the balance-of-trade surplus 
was smaller than anticipated, and it 
appeared likely that the deficit in in- 
visibles would cause a small overall 
deficit in the balance of payments for 
the year. 

Total means of payment declined 
slightly, and the sucre continued to 
strengthen gradually. 

Economic conditions generally were 





satisfactory and agricultural prospects 
were good. 

Though most merchants and indus- 
trialists in the Sierra Region reported 
satisfactory sales, the volume of retail 
trade was disappointing, especially in 
the coastal region, and complaints were 
made of insufficient bank credit and 
money in circulation. 

Economic conditions in the coastal 
region at the close of 1957 reflected sev- 
eral conflicting aspects. Most trade i- 
terests agreed that the financial policies 
pursued by the Central Government 

(Continued on page 20) 
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a “New Film ‘Marketing 


In Mexico’ Released . 


A new film called “Marketing in 
Mexico” has just been released. It de- 
scribes the character of the market 
and the selling and promotion methods 


* ysed by companies operating in Mexico, 


The objective of the film, however, 
js not limited to Mexico. It was de- 
signed to provide a tangible illustration 
of the marketing problems in relatively 
yndeveloped areas and the marketing 
approaches which may be employed to 
evercome the problems. 

The film starts with a description of 
the buying characteristics of the upper, 
middle, and lower income groups, and 
then covers various aspects of Mexican 
purchasing psychology and practices. 
One section shows the character of 
Mexican distribution channels followed 
by a discussion of advertising and pro- 
Finally the critical 
problem of converting successivly lower 
economie groups into buyers is re- 
viewed. The film is in color with sound 
and runs 20 minutes. 

The producer of the film is Professor 
John Fayerweather of the Harvard 
Business School. His objective in de- 
veloping the film was to convey to busi- 
nessmen and students in this country 
a realistic picture of the conditions of 
marketing abroad. In planning the 
scenes and narration, Professor Fayer- 
weather has drawn on a wide experi- 
ence in Mexico gained during three ex- 
tended research visits there. 

A second film ‘Modern Mexico” cov- 
ering the general economic, political, 
and social life will be released shortly. 

Copies of the film are available for 
purchase or rental from Professor John 
Fayerweather, Baker Library, Room 
112, Soldiers Field, Boston 63, Mass, 


3,000 U. S. Firms 
Represented in India 


U. S.-Indian business representations 
number about 3,000, according to a sur- 
vey completed by the American Consu- 
late General at Calcutta. Almost half 
of these are held by firms in Bombay, 
and the rest are divided among firms in 
Madras, Calcutta, and New Delhi. 

The survey was based on the records 
of the American Embassy at New Delhi 
andthe American Consulates General at 
Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras. Each of 
these posts maintains a record of the 
American firms represented in their re- 
spective areas. This information is used 
in the trade promotional activities of 
the post and should be kept current. 

The cooperation of American business 
firms is sought in keeping the Embassies 
and consulates informed of the identity 
of their foreign representations. Busi- 

en also are encouraged to call on 
can Embassies and _ consulates 
When traveling in other countries. 
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Haitian Economy Sparked by 
Highest Coffee Sales in Decade 


The Haitian economy took an upturn in the last quarter of 1957 
helped by the highest coffee registration in 10 years. 

Import-balance figures for October and November gave less cause 
for optimism that Haiti was trimming imports to fit the available 
exchange and improve its financial position. 

The Haitian Government continued its efforts to control expendi- 
tures although the 1956-57 year showed a deficit. 


Thirty percent of the coffee crop is 
usually registered by the end of Novem- 
ber; in 1957, however, 40 percent has 
been registered. The most common ex- 
planation of the rush to sell—registra- 
tions are based on firm contracts—is a 
fear of lower prices later on, The Na- 
tional Coffee Office is predicting regis- 
tration of 500,000 bags, 60 kilograms 
each, for the year. 

Prices for sisal, Haiti’s number two 
crop, remained almost constant through- 
out the October-December quarter, Pro- 
duction increased sharp y in November 
but fell in December? which brought 
embryonic labor trouble based on local 
politics, 

Sugar production began on January 
4, with the start of grinding operations 
by the country’s principal mill. Produc- 
tion for the first week of operation ran 
behind 1957, but this is inconclusive. 


Government Spending Tightened 


The Government of Haiti wound up 
the 1956-57 fiscal year with a deficit of 
$2.7 million, despite defaults on foreign 
obligations and other measures to con- 
trol expenditures. The belt-tightening 
in October..brought a surplus of $2.6 
million for that month alone, the largest 
in 3 years. 

Internal taxes, paid mostly by a few 
large, foreign-owned companies, held 
steady im 1955-56 and 1956-57; but de- 
clines in customs and miscellaneous re- 
ceipts brought a new drop of $7.4 mil- 
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lion in revenue. The October surplus 
resulted from abnormally large receipts 


in the so-called nonfiscal accounts; 
ordinary revenues fell sharply from 
earlier levels, 

. The increased monetary circulation is 
believed to be seasonal, reflecting fi- 
nancing of the coffee crop, and not an 
indication of inflation. The fact that 
banknotes in the hands of the public 
continued to inerease in November, 
while checking accounts actually de- 
clined, suggests that the peasants were 
hanging on to the money paid them for 
their coffee. Declining bank deposits in 
the face of improving business may 
show continuing lack of confidence in 
the National Bank. 


The foreign exchange position of the 
National Bank improved steadily 
throughout the October-December quar- 
ter, despite debt payments in December 
to the Chase-Manhattan Bank and the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 

Fewer tourists arrived in October and 
November than in either of the 2 pre- 
ceding years, Although tourism showed 
signs of improving, tourists are not 


staying long, and are not buying. Some 
of Port-au-Prince’s principal hotels are 
operating at or below the breakeven 
point; having written off the winter sea- 
son, they are looKing forward hopefully 
to a good summer season.—U. S, Em- 
bassy, Port-au-Prince, 
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Sold by U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, and by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. 8S. Government Printing Office, 


Washington 25, D. C. 


a BFC handbook for U. S$. businessmen ... covering the climate for 
foreign investment in Japan .. . economic conditions . . . resources 
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foreign trade and commercial policy ... trade and exchange controls 
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_OPERATIONS 
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™3 
40 REPORTS 


@ The World Trade Information 


Service is published in three 
parts by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce. Each report cov- 
ers @ specific subject in one 
country or erea and is issued 
es prepared with a yearly total 
of around 80 in Part |, 120 in 
Pert 2, and 50 in Part 3. 
Reports already published ere 
available on a single copy 
basis for building up files of 
country material, and annual 
subscriptions will keep the files 
up to date. 











BUSINESS REPORTS ON | 
COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 


© conveniently arranged in parts 
© each part meeting a specific need 


Economit and marketing data—basic information on the 
general economy .. . current economic developments .. . 
transportation . ... business organization . . . investment 
laws and policies. 


Trading aids—import tariff system .. . licensing and ex- 
change controls . . . food, pharmaceutical, patent, trademark 
regulations . . . shipping documents, labeling, marking . . . 
living costs and conditions. 


Trade statistics for market research—monthly total U. S$. 
export-import frade . . . U. S. trade with major countries 
or oreas . . . foreign trade of individual countries . . . world 
trade reviews. 


Subscription fon es 


Please enfer my subscription for the following: 


Nome 


City 


[} Part I—ECONOMIC REPORTS. 
[} Part 2—OPERATIONS REPORTS. 
Lj Part 3—STATISTICAL REPORTS. 


$6 a year (foreign, $u.50) 
$6 a year (foreign, $8.50) 
$6 a year (foreign, $7.50) 
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e@ The State is the owner of all sub- 
soil deposits but may concede the right 
to develop the deposits to private enter- 
prises only. Only Honduran_ nationals 
may be granted concessions offshore, on 
any Honduran island, or inland within 
40 kilometers of the coast or a neigh- 
poring country. With permission of the 
Honduran Ministry of Natural Re- 
sources, foreigners may, however, oper- 
ate in these restricted zones under con- 
tract to Honduran concessionaires and 
may construct or use pipelines, roads, 
and other means of communication in 
these areas, Other areas may also be 
restricted to Hondurany,nationals, 

e Companies considered Honduran 
are those that are established in Hon- 
duras; domiciled in Tegucigalpa; whose 
stock is held at least 30 percent by 
Hondurans, or in the absence of quali- 
fed Hondurans by the Honduran Gov- 
ernment; whose Board of Directors_in- 
dudes Hondurans in the proportion to 
which they have subscribed capital; and 
in which at least one manager is Hon- 
duran. 


Foreign Concessionaires 

Required To Register 

®To apply for concessions, foreign 
companies or persons must first have 
registered in the Commercial Register 
of the Francisco Morazan Department, 
established their domicile in Tegucigalpa, 
and appointed a Honduran national to 
represent them, Concessionaires are sub- 
fect to all Honduran laws and must re- 
nounce rights to diplomatic recourse. 
Concessions may be transferred to quali- 
fed persons or companies with permis- 
sion Of the Ministry of Natural Re- 
sources. 

® The Ministry of Natural Resources 
wil grant 2-year permits for making 
topographic, geological, and other 
studies with the right to drill for geo- 
logical information. Such permits do 
/ not constitute concessions, do not grant 
exclusive rights, and do not authorize 
exploration or production activities. 
Such studies may not be carried out in 
areas containing urban, industrial, farm, 
fw other rural construction; in or- 
thards or gardens; within 1,400 meters 
o_military installations; within 100 
meters of watering places and watcr- 
theds, canals, roads, and other public 
works or means of communication; or 
in port areas. A fee of 500 lempiras is 

for permits covering an area of 
W to 50,000 hectares, and 1 lempira 
y & charged for each additional 100 
(1 lempira=US$0.50). 
® Exploration concessions will be 
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granted for one or more inland areas 
not exceeding 4(0,000 hectares in com- 
bined area per concessionaire, no con- 
cession to be smaller than 5,000 hectares. 
Concessions within 40 kilometers of the 
ocean or a neighboring country and off- 
shore concessions within 12 kilometers 
of the coast are limited to a total of 
200,000 hectares per concessionaire. 
Concessionaires with offshore rights 
more than 12 kilometers from the coast 
are limited to a maximum of 1 million 
hectares; island concessions may not 
exceed 100,000 hectares for one party. 


@ Exploration concessionaires receive 
exclusive rights to explore for 6 years. 
Concessions may be extended twice for 
2-year periods provided that for each 
extension the concessionaire has drilled 
one well to a depth of at least 6,000 
feet or to 6,000 feet in two or more 
wells if the drilling has passed all pos- 
sible petroliferous formations and com- 
mercially exploitable deposits have not 
been found. Such wells need not be in 
the concession for which a time exten- 
sion is requested provided the conces- 
sionaire has other concessions on some 
of which he has drilled the equivalent of 
6,000 feet for each concession. 


One-half of Exploration 
Concession May Be Developed 


@ Concessionaires may retain for 
production only 50 percent of each ex- 
ploration concession; land not desired 
for production may be returned at any 
time. After the first year the conces- 
sionaire must invest in each concession 
at least the following amounts, in lem- 
piras per hectare: 2nd year, 0.50; 3rd 
year, 0.60; 4th year, 0.70; 5th year, 
0.85; 6th year, 1.00; 7th and 8th years, 
1.25; 9th and 10th years, 1.50. If in the 
second or third year he fails to make 
such investment on one concession but 
invests a greater amount in another con- 
cession, he may apply up to 85 percent 
of the latter excess towards the former 
deficiency, and in subsequent years he 
may apply only 75 percent in this man- 
ner. Any remaining deficiencies plus a 
25-percent fine is paid to the State as 
an exploration fee. Exploration must be 
started within 180 days from the effec- 
tive date of the concession. The Ministry 
of Natural Resources must be notified 
within 15 days of the finding of any im- 
portant oil or gas manifestations, and 30 
days notice must be given to renounce 
a concession. 


@ The State is obligated to grant ex- 


Honduras Has New Petroleum Law 


Honduras has put into effect a new Petroleum Law which will regu- 
jate the exploration, production, refining, and pipeline transportation of 
- all solid, liquid, or gaseous hydrocarbons except coal. 

Principal provisions of the new law are the following: 


clusive production concessions of no less 
than 1,000 hectares for combined parts 
of exploration concessions that the con- 
cessionaire wishes to retain, Exclusive 
production concessions may also be ob- 
tained by direct application. No one 
concessionaire may obtain production 
rights for areas greater than half the 
limits specified for exploration conces- 
sions. Production concessions run for 40 
years and may be extended for 20 addi- 
tional years if application is made 5 
years in advance. 

@ Production concessionaires must be- 
gin operations within 6 months, must 
notify the Ministry of Natural Re- 
sources within 15 days of any further 
oil or gas discoveries, must store for 60 


. days oil accruing to the State as royal- 


ties, and must give 30 days notice to 
renounce a concession. 

@ Whenever the same oil deposit is 
found to lie under the concessions of 
more than one concessionaire, the Min- 
istry of Natural Resources must be 80 
notified; the Ministry will order the de- 
posit exploited as a unit, costs and 
profits to be divided proportionately be- 
tween each concessionaire, or the Min- 
istry may accept a joint operation 
agreement drawn up by the concession- 
aires. 


@ Part of any oil produced must be 
sold in Honduras to meet domestic re- 
quirements. 


@ When a production concession is 
returned to the State all wells and per- 
manent operating equipment and‘ build- 
ings except pipelines, refineries, gas 
plants, and movable equipment become 
the property of the State without reim- 
bursements to the concessionaire. The 
State has the option to acquire the ex- 
cepted items also with just indemnifica- 
tion. All permanent installations revert 
to the State without payment upon 
expiration of a concession. The con- 
cessionaire must remove any property 
not taken over by the State. 

@ The State will make separate con- 
tracts for the use of any State service 
facilities located within a concession 
area. 


Production Concession 
Grants Exclusive Right 


@ A production concession gives the 
concessionaire the exclusive right to 
produce petroleum and gas on the prop- 
erty, to store them, refine or otherwise 
process them, transport them by any 
means, and sell them in Honduras or 
abroad. Except for refining done for his 
own consumption and transportation by 
pipeline within the limits of his conces- 
sion, the concessionaire will be granted 


(Continued on page 12) 





— 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Philippines Eases Import Controls 
For Dollar-Earning Industries 


Philippine industries that are “dollar earning” have been exempted 
by the Monetary Board of the Central Bank from the sharp import cuts 
imposed in the Philippines under the recently announced foreign 


exchange budget. 


Although the budget is framed in terms of the first quarter of 1958, 


exchange allocations for dollar-earning 
industries for the entire first half of 


1958 are restored to amounts allocated 
for the corresponding period of 1957. In- 
cluded among dollar-earning industries 
are sugar centrals and refineries, coco- 
nut and hemp producers, mining com- 
panies, lumber manufacturers, and other 
export-producing groups. 

This exception is the second made to 
the sharp import reductions ordered 


under the first-quarter import budget . 


(Foreign Commerce Weekly, January 
27, 1958, p. 9). Just prior to establishing 
the allocation for the dollar-earning 
industries, exchange allocations for pe- 
troleum imports in the first half of 1958 
were restored to roughly one-half the 
value of actual petroleum imports in 
1957 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Feb- 
ruary 3, 1958, p. 11). 

Exchange allocations have been simi- 
larly restored for import of fertilizers 
and insecticides. This action apparently 
was taken in line with the program for 
achieving self-sufficiency in food pro- 
duction, announced earlier by the Phil- 
ippine President, 


Barter Ban Partially Lifted 


The temporary ban ordered in De- 
cember on all barter transactions has 
been lifted for exports of “minor” and 
“low grade” items. “Minor” items are 
products whose annual export value has 
not exceeded 1 million pesos since 1950, 
whereas “low grade” items are products 
classified as major products—goods the 
export value of which exceeds 1 million 
pesos annually—of inferior quality which 
are not ordinarily marketable abroad 
(1 peso= US$0.50). 

Products on which the ban has been 
lifted include desiccated coconut, sea 
shells, gum copal, resin, native leaf to- 
bacco, tobacco fillers, cigars, low-grade 
ore and base metals, low-grade hemp 
and coconut, palay husks, and rice bran, 
The general ban on barter of major 
products other than low-grade is con- 
tinued, although a large transaction in- 
volving exchange of copra for rice has 
received Cabinet approval. 


“Essential Industries’ Defined 


To secure proper implementation of 
credit restrictions on imports estab- 
lished by Monetary Board Circular No. 
79 of December 9, 1957, (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, December 23, 1957, p. 7), 
the Central Bank has issued an inter- 
pretation of the term “essential indus- 
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tries” as used in paragraph 4 of that 
circular. 

Essential industries, for this purpose, 
are specifically listed undef the follow- 
ing groupings: Dollar-earning (export) 
industries; industries engaged in exploi- 
tation and/or development of natural 
resources, including mining, agriculture, 
fishing, and oil development and refin- 
ing; food processors and manufacturers; 
clothing and shoe manufacturers; pro- 
ducers of construction materials; manu- 
facturers of medicines; manufacturers 
of ‘raw materials, supplies, and oiher 
products for use of, or complementary 
to, other essential industries; and pub- 
lic utilities. 

This interpretation supersedes an 
earlier explanation of “essential indus- 
tries” based on the system of industrial 
priorities established by the National 
Economic Council and which proved 
difficult to administer, 


Firms falling under any of the fore- 
going categories in filing applications 
to open letters of credit for import of 
raw materials, spare parts, or other 
operating supplies are required to make 
a cash deposit of only 50 percent. 

For decontrolled items, letters of 
credit must be opened within 15 days 
after Central Bank confirmation of price 
quotations. Decontrolled items are main- 
ly essential foods, drugs, and construc- 
tion materials that may be imported 
without exchange limitations. Inasmuch 
as there are no fixed exchange alloca- 
tions for these items, the importer ad- 
vises the Central Bank of prices and 
quantities of decontrolled goods which 
he intends to import and then opens 
letters of credit after approval of price 
quotations by the Bank. 

It has been the practice to open let- 
ters of credit within 15 days after 
approval, but because of the unsettled 
exchange and price situation in the 
Philippines the Bank apparently con- 
sidered it advisable to formalize the 
practice in an attempt to reduce possi- 
ble price speculation. 

Moreover, shipment of decontrolled 
items from foreign ports or delivery of 
such goods to ships in foreign ports must 
be effected within 45 days from the 
date on which letters of credit are 
opened. This measure also is intended 
to forestall price speculation. 

Although normally exchange is freely 
granted for import of decontrolled 
items, reports indicate the possibility 


— 
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Cuba To Enter U. §S, 
Corn Duty Free 


The Cuban Government has ay. 
thorized import of up to 200,009 
quintals of shelled corn from the 
United States exempt from pay. 
ment of import duties and all re. 
lated assessments (1 quintale 
101.43 pounds). 





established by a decree of Janu- 
ary 10, must be effected before 
February 15. 

This privilege of duty-free im. 
port of corn is authorized the Na. 
tional Poultry Development Coop. 
erative and the National Associa. 
tion of Hatcheries and Feed Mills, 
both Cuban organizations.—v, §, 
Embassy, Havana. 


Import of corn under this quota, | 








BENELUX Duties Suspended, 
Others Temporarily Reduced 


Collection of Belgium - Netherlands. 
Luxembourg import duties has been 


suspended for the January 1-December 

31, 1958 period for a number of items, 

and duties on other commodities have 

been temporarily reduced. 
Items on which import duties ar 

suspended, together with their BENE. 

LUX import tariff numbers, are: 
No. 63, Coffee; 120 a3, salmon. 


192 a, Portland cement, except white port- 
land cement; 219, sulfurie acid, includi 


fuming sulfuric acid and sulfur dioxide; 
al, sodium bichromate; 263 a, hydrogen per 
oxide, even combined with urea; al, #0- 


dium perborate; 271 a, acetone, 

Ex 696 a, Phosphorous iron and forge 
containing by weight 1.5 reent or less 
silicon and more than 1.5 percent of man- 
ganese; 701 a, iron or steel coils for reroll- 
ing, not clad; ex 710 a, wire rod of fine car- 
bon steel of a diameter ranging from 4) 
to 5.5 millimeters and containing . between 
0.62 percent and 0.74 percent of carbon. 

710 b 6-A-1, Electric sheets and plates with 
a watt-loss not exceeding 0.75 watt, 


For classifications Nos. ex 696 & 
and 701 a special duties established by 
the European Coal and Steel Commv- 
nity are also suspended for the same 
period. 

BENELUX duties are temporarily 
reduced on— 

No. 55 a2, Oranges and mandarines other 
than Seville oranges or bitter oranges, 


15 or 20 percent, according to period of im 
portation, to 13 percent. 

No. 64, Tea, from 987 Belgian francs, or 
75 guilders, per 100 kilograms (220 pounds) 
to 658 Belgian francs, or yy ger 
kilograms (1 Belgian franceUS$0.02; 1 gull 
der=US$0.263). 


The foregoing suspensions or reduc 
tions in rates of import duty are Con 
tinuations of those previously in effect. 
—U. S. Embassy, Brussels. 





that some restriction on exchange 
availability for such imports has been 
or will be instituted, 
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‘Sout Arabia Revises 
Import Exchange List 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has 
listed 30 general categories of goods for 
which official import exchange at the 
rate of 3.75 riyals to US$1 will be made 
available. 


Following are the items for which of- 
ficial foreign exchange is obtainable 


_ from the Import Committees: 


Foodstuffs, staple commodities, meats, and 
cuttle of all sorts; oils of all sorts for cook- 
fng; spices; cottonwear and cetton texjiles 
‘ail and woolen clothes). 

Pharmaceutics of all kinds, medical and 
surgical equipment and tools; sterilizers and 
insecticides of all sorts and equipment 
(sprayers, etc.). 

All kinds of cable, wire, and electrical ap- 
pliances; spare parts of all mechanical and 
electrical implements; vehicle spare parts, in- 
cluding tires, tubes, etc.; agricultural imple- 
ments and spare parts, chemical materials 
and affiliates, and gasoline station imple- 
ments; construction and building materials 
including sanitary ware; hardware of al 
types; sewing machines and spare parts. 

Stationary materials, including religious 
pooks and publications; printing machines 
and spare parts: industrial machines and 
spare parts, including raw materials; all 
types of batteries. 

Watches valued at less than 100 riyals each; 
chaplets, excluding the Kihram and Murjan 
and those expensive ones; household appli- 
ances (ceramic) except those made of alumi- 
num and brass; lighting equipment, such as 
lanterns. 

Leather items, such as footwear, suitcases, 
and others raw materials, such as cotton, 


-wool, etc., including thread; covers, cotton- 


wear, and other leatherware (readymade). 


Oils and greases and paints of all sorts; 
all types of soap; matches; all sorts of cor 
and rope; cotton ground covers; bicycles and 
motorcycles. 


_ No customs position numbers or pri- 


ority ratings are indicated in the text 
of the decree establishing the lists. 

The following items will no longer 
be entitled to official foreign exchange: 
Musk: incense wood; 
eense; saffron (herb); 
gum. 

Natural silk; nylon textiles. 

Snuff; bamboo sticks; silver threads. 
Bamboo; baby carriages; tinsel; furniture, 
Air conditioners; heaters; chandeliers; 
beautifying articles (cosmetics). 


Radios; tape recorders; loudspeakers. 


pewriters; safes; jewelry; gold ingots; 
es and colognes; toys; mirrors (crys- 


incense; 
perfumes 


Jawa in- 
(essence) } 


tal). 


Aircraft spare parts; aircraft engines; air- 
craft gasoline; vehicle gasoline; kerosene; 
diesel fuel. 


Marble stones; tiles: date pits; locust pol- 
§0n; white kerosene (pure); gold and silver 
watches the cost of which exceeds 100 riyals 


, —U. S. Embassy, Yidda. 

Additional detailed information con- 
cerning current Saudi Arabian licensing 
tegulations is contained in Department 
of Commerce report, “Licensing and Ex- 
thange Controls—Saudi Arabia,” World 
Trade Information Service series, part 
2, No. 57-119, November 1957. 





India’s cotton imports in 1956-57 were 
Gtimated at 600,000 bales, about 15 


‘Percent higher than the 524,000 bales 


imported in 1955-56, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 


February 10, 1958 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


New Venezuelan Law Authorizes 
International Cooperation Pacts 


The Venezuelan Congress in December 1957 passed a law giving 
the Government the authority to conclude bilateral agreements with 
other nations for cooperation in solving problems affecting the welfare 


of peoples. 


The law envisages cooperation in construction works in the fields of 


economic and social development; pro- 
vision of raw and basic materials, man- 
ufactured articles, agricultural produce 
and livestock, equipment, and construc- 
tion material; organization of public 
utility services; technical assistance and 
expert counseling; professional training; 
technical and scientific information; and 
any other activity that may further 
cooperation, 

The Executive Branch may determine 
that cooperative programs shall be car- 
ried out by its,own agencies, by an 
autonomous institution, or by Vene- 
zuelan private entities. 


Cooperation Agreements 
Must Be Formalized 


Cooperation assistance requested from 
Venezuela and authorized by its Execu- 
tive Branch in conformity with the pres- 
ent law must be formalized by means 
of bilateral conventions, agreements, and 
treaties, which will be concluded in ac- 
cordance with constitutional procedures 
and must in every case specify: 

@ Rate of interest, which shall in no 
case exceed 6 percent per annum. 

® Amortization period, which may not 
exceed 10 years, dating from completion 
of the project or delivery of the subject 
matter of the agreement. 

® That reimbursement of credits con- 
ceded or any monies resulting therefrom 
shall be made in Venezuelan legal cur- 
rency 

® That funds used for reimbursement 
of contractural obligations shall be 
exempted from any restrictions or con- 
trols applicable to foreign exchange or 
transfer thereof. 


@ Measures necessary to guarantee 
repayment of credits granted and their 
servicing charges. 

@ Provisions necessary to ensure ful- 
filment of reciprocal obligations. 


@ Stipulations governing collection 
and manner of collecting installments 
and ultimate use of proceeds thereof 
provided the nature of the project re- 
quires it. 

® Conditions under which the agree- 
ment may be denounced before its expi- 
ration date. 

@ Any other appropriate provisions. 

Conventions, agreements, or treaties 
concluded under this law shall be signed 
by plenipotentiaries especially desig- 
nated by the parties. 

When the cooperation proposal in- 
volves a construction project, the agree- 





ment will provide that whenever prac- 
tical the capital of the contractor or 
consortium of contractors to be used 
shall, in whole or in part, be Vene- 
zuelan; this provision applies also to all 
raw and basic materials, manufactured 
products, agricultural produce, and live- 
stock. 

When execution of projects or organ- 
ization of services are formalized by 
contracts, the contracts will whenever 
practicable be awarded as the result of 
an adjudication in accordance with spe- 
cial provisions contained in the agree- 
ments or in complementary instruments. 

The provisions of the present law will 
not be applicable to cooperation agree- 
ments concluded with international or- 
ganizations or goverened by their 
statutes.—U. S. Embassy, Caracas. 


Greek-Danish Trade 


Agreement Renewed 


Trade between Greece and Denmark 
under the terms of an agreement which 
renews for an additional year the agree- 
ment expired on August 24, 1957, is to 


be patterned after trade provided for 
in earlier agreements and is to be con- 
ducted within the framework of liberal- 
ized import regulations currently in 
effect in both countries. 


The agreement includes a Danish im- 
port quota list for specified Greek 
imports, amounting to $370,000, ordi- 
narily subject to quantitative restric- 
tions. 


In the 12-month period ended August 
31, 1957, Greek imports of Danish prod- 
ucts and invisible payments made to 
Denmark, as reported by the Bank of 
Greece, amounted to $3,278,000. Greek 
exports to Denmark in the same period, 
plus invisible receipts from that coun- 
try totaled $805,000. 


The resulting deficit of $2,473,000 was 
settled almost entirely on a multilateral 
basis through the European Payments 
Union, leaving a net Greek deficit on 
current account of $292,000. A deficit 
of $351,000 incurred by Greece in the 
period before September 1, 1956, was 
carried over into the September 1, 1956- 
August 31, 1957 period, raising Greece's 
outstanding debit balance on September 
1, 1957, to $643,000.—U. S. Embassy, 
Athens. 
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Greek-German Pact 
Deals With Drug Sales 


Greece and the Federal Republic of 
Germany for the sixth consecutive time 
have renewed their trade agreement of 
1951, effective for the period October 1, 
1957-September 30, 1958. 

A provision of the new protocol con- 
cerns German complaints against Greece 
for failure of the Greek Supreme Board 
of Hygiene to grant licenses authorizing 
sale of German proprietary medicines. 
The two Governments agree on the ad- 
visability of appointing a committee 
consisting of representatives of the 
Supreme German Hygiene Authorities 
and the German pharmaceutical trade 
association to consult with the Greek 
Supreme Board of Hygiene on the pos- 
sibility of obtaining waivers on certain 
of its regulations, Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 11, 1956, p. 11). 

Under the terms of the agreement, 
flow of trade between the two countries 
is to be conducted on the basis of liber- 
alized import regulations currently in 
effect in each country. Specified Greek 
products, amounting to approximately 
$3 million, are subject to German im- 
port quotas in conformity with quantita- 
tive restriction currently in effect in the 
Republic. 

In the 12-month period ended Septem- 
ber 30, 1957, Greek imports of German 
products and invisible payments made 
to Germany, as reported by the Bank 
of Greece, amounted to $81 million. 
Greek exports to Germany and invisible 
receipts from that country in the same 
period totaled $50 million. 

The resulting deficit of $31 million 
was settled almost entirely on a multi- 
lateral basis through the European Pay- 
ments Union, leaving a net deficit for 
Greece on current account of $6 million. 
The $4-million deficit incurred by Greece 
in the period before October 1, 1956, 
was carried over into the 1956-57 period, 
raising its outstanding debit balance on 
October 1, 1957, to $10 million.—vU, S. 
Embassy, Athens. 





Honduras Has... 

(Continued from page 9) 
separate concessions to refine or trans- 
port by pipeline. 

@ Refining and pipeline concessions 
may also be applied for independently 
of a production concession. Refining and 
pipeline concessions derived from pro- 
duction concessions run for the life of 
the production concession; otherwise 
they run for 40 years only. In either 
case, a concessionaire may refine- or 
transport by pipeline oil or gas other 
than that produced on his own conces- 
sion; in fact, within the limits of his 
capacity he must do so on request as 
a public utility. Construction must be 
started within 1 year. The same provi- 
sions regarding ownership of property 


12 


applying upon expiration of a produc- 
tion concession apply also for refining 
and pipeline concessions. 

@ The State may utilize or let third 
parties utilize concession areas for other 
purposes provided such activity does not 
interfere with operation of the petro- 
leum concession. 

®@ Production concessionaires who have 
begun production must provide hygienic, 
durable housing, free primary schools, 
and free clinics and hospitals adequate 
for all their personnel. Exploration and 
other production concessionaires must 
also guarantee such facilities within the 
limits of their temporary and mobile 
operations. 


80 Percent of Employees 
Hired Must Be Honduran 


@ Hondurans must be hired if they 
are technically competent. At least 80 
percent of employees, must be Honduran. 
Each concessionaire must provide pro- 
fessional training or education to Hon- 
duran employees equal in number to at 
least 5 percent of the foreign personnel, 
or to no less than 3 Hondurans. Ap- 
prenticeship programs must be estab- 
lished to train Honduran workers to 
assume responsibilities in the various 
phases of the industry’s operations. 

@ For production concessions an ini- 
tial surface fee of 3 lempiras per hectare 
is charged, plus an annual fee per hec- 
tare of 3 lempiras for the first 5 years, 
6 lempiras for the next 5 years, 12 lem- 
piras for the next’'5 years, and 9 
lempiras from the 16th year on. The 
annual fee, however, may be reduced to 
a minimum of 1.50 lempiras per hectare 
by deducting any royalties paid, or in 
the absence of commercial production, 
75 percent of investment and explora- 
tion costs. 

e@ Production concessionaires must 
also pay a royalty of 12.5 percent of all 
petroleum and gas produced except that 
consumed in operation of the concession. 
The royalty is paid in money, or if the 
State elects, in kind. It is reduced to 
10.5 percent for offshore production and 
for any production refined in Honduras. 


All Operations Subject 
To Honduran Income Tax 


@ All petroleum operations dre sub- 
ject to the Honduran income tax, for 
which the maximum rate is normally 
30 percent of net profits. For petroleum 
production, the sum of fees, royalties, 
and income taxes is adjusted to total 50 
percent of net profits except that fees 
and royalties must be paid even if there 
are losses. The law provides, however, 
that if necessary to keep a concession- 
aire in operation, the Cabinet may grant 
a rebate of up to one-third of royalties 
for 5 years. 

@ Expenses, except fees, and invest- 
ments incurred during the period of ex- 
ploration may be deducted from net 
income in 20 equal annual installments 
during period of production. Net losses 
may be deferred and deducted from in- 


a 


come in subsequent years. Also deduct. 
ible, up to a maximum of 50 percent of 
net income, is a petroleum depletion 
allowance of 25 percent of the grogs 
value af production after royalties, 


Duty-Free Privileges 
Granted Concessionaires 


@ Export of petroleum or refine 
petroleum products is free of duties ang 
taxes, as is import of industrial equip. 
ment, machinery, materials, instr. 
ments, replacements, and accessories 
exclusively for the operation of a ¢op. 
cession, provided such articles are not 
produced in adequate quality or at a 
satisfactory price in Honduras. Petro. 
leum companies under contract to ¢op- 
cessionaires have similar privileges for 
items reexported within 4 to 6 years, 
There are no exchange restrictions, 

@ A Bureau of Mines and Hydrocar- 
bons is created within the Ministry of 
Natural Resources as the agency re. 
sponsible for administering the provi- 
sion of the Petroleum Law. 

@ Concession applications should be 
presented to the Bureau of Mines and 
Hydrocarbons, together with documen- 
tary proof that the applicant has the 
financial and technical capacity to carry 
out his designs and certification that ‘he 
has deposited with the Central Bank in 
cash or Honduran Government bonds 
0.50 lempira per hectare for an explora- 
tion concession, 1.00 lempira per hectare 
for a production concession, or 1 per- 
cent of the proposed investment for a 
refining or pipeline concession. Half of 
this deposit obligation may be met by 
a bond given by an institution of recog- 
nized financial solvency. The deposit is 
not returned until expiration of the con- 
cession. 

e Applications for time extension of 
an exploration concession must be ac- 
companied by certification of a further 
deposit of 1 lempira per hectare. For 
time extension of a production conces- 
sion a 2-lempiras-per-hectare deposit is 
required. 

Further provisions of the law deal 
with special exceptions to the foregoing 
principles, the geometric shape of con- 
cessions, rights of eminent domain and 
transit or construction on private prop- 
erty or other concessions, reports re- 
quired to be filed, application proce 
dures, and fines and penalties. 

The law also prescribes the issue of 
an administrative regulation which will 
include further details on the content of 
reports, payment of fees, royalties and 
taxes, and other matters. 

The Honduran Petroleum Law of Feb- 
ruary 27, 1954, is repealed, and the new 
law, dated October 16, 1957, became 
effective on January 11, 1958—la 
Gaceta, January 11, 1958. 

A limited number Of Spanish and 
English copies of the text of the new 
law will be available on loan in the near 
future from the American Republics 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


“Bhodesia:Nyasaland To Germany Opens Dollar Quotas 


Keep Import Controls 


The Federation of Rhodesia and Nya- 
saland’s import-control restrictions will 
remain in force for the first 6 months 
of 1958, the Federal Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry has announced. 


Applications for imports will be close- 
ly scrutinized by the Ministry, and the 
applications are expected to be approved 
only in exceptional circumstances. 

Retention of the existing import con- 
trols for the first half year has been 
described as a visible effect of the sub- 
stantial drop in the country’s oversea 
earning power and a direct result of 
the fall in price of copper, the Federa- 
tion’s major export item. 

The Federation’s balance-of-payment 
figures for the first 6 months of the cur- 
rent year are expected to show a deficit 
on current account and a decline in re- 
serves. Should the adverse trade bal- 
ance continue, the Federation may be 
forced to broaden import controls in 
the second half of the year.—U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Salisbury. 





Various Ecuadoran 
Import Duties Down 


Ecuadorafi import duties have been 
greatly reduced for tooth paste dnd 
powder, electrical and radiological ap- 
paratus for medical use, and medical 
and surgical instruments. 


The new Ecuadoran tariff classifica- 
tions covering these items and their 
rates of duty, specific in sucres per net 
kilogram and percent ad valorem, with 
former rates and explanatory notes, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 


$19 (b). and 
for mouth hygiene: (2) Pastes and powders, 
7 (14) plus 5 (10) percent. 
867. Electrical apparatus for medical use 
and radiological apparatus: 


(a) Equipment for Roentgen rays (X-rays) 
apparatus for radiography, accessories, and 
loose parts except film, 1 plus 5 percent 
(duty unchanged). 

(b) Other electromedical and radiation ap- 
paratus: 1. For diathermy, electrotherapy, 
physiotherapy, phototherapy and _ similar 
uses; high-frequency therapeutic aqoeretes, 
electrocardiagraphs, electroencephalographs, 

romagnets for occulists, fluoroscopes, 
thermocautery apparatus, etc., 1 (9) plus & 
percent; 2. quartz lamps for medical use with 
supports, infrared ray lamps with supports 
ultraviolet ray lamps with supports, an 
similar lamps, 1 (9) plus 5 percent; 3. others, 
1 (9) plus 5 percent. 

(Only apparatus which have technical or 
application fall under this classifica- 
; those utilized in beauty salons are 
excluded. Consequently this classification in- 
cludes apparatus for medicine, surgery, odon- 
tology, veterinary purposes, an technical 
Uses and is applied only to apparatus whose 
hormal use requires a specialist.) 

$23. Medical and surgical instruments and 

paratus not elsewhere specified or includ- 

» 1 (20) plus 5 (10) percent. 


These changes are contained in de- 
tree No. 1833 which became effective 
on December 5, 1957.—U. S. Embassy, 
Quito, 


Products for cleaning teeth 


February 10, 1958 


The Federal German Government has announced the opening of 
additional quotas for import from various geographic areas of leather, 
aluminum, artificial rubber, anodes for electroplating, and uncut precious 


=and semiprecious stones. 


Licenses to import leather of all kinds from all dollar countries will 


be granted until an unannounced quota 
is utilized, but not after June 30, 1958. 
Both country of payment and country 


of origin must be a dollar country, and 
no reexport will be permitted, 


In addition a quota has been opened 
for import from the dollar area of sheep 
and lamb leather for clothing, except 
gloves, and licenses will be granted until 
an unannounced quota is utilized, but 
not after June 30, 1958. Leather im- 
ported under the terms of this an- 
nouncement may not be reexported, and 
both country of origin and country of 
payment involved must be in the dollar 
area. 


Import licenses for raw aluminum, 
whether or not alloyed, from the United 
States, Canada, and Peru will be granted 
until an unstated quota is utilized, but 
not after December 31, 1958. No reex- 
port will be permitted. 


Imports of artificial rubber, that is, 
copolymerisate of butadiene/styrene 
(GR-S and cold rubber), from the 
United States and Canada will be li- 
censed until an unannounced quota is 
reached, but not after June 30, 1958. 
The items may be reexported only 
against payment in a freely convertible 
currency, and special types of artificial 
rubber may be excluded from the terms 
of this announcement. 


Import from the United States and 
Canada of anodes for elettroplating, 
whether raw or worked and whether 
cast, rolled, or electrolytically processed, 
will be licensed until a quota of 1,050,- 
000 German marks is exhausted, but 
not after December 31, 1958 (4.2 Ger- 
man marks=US$1). No reexport will be 
permitted. 


Import from the United States of 





Uruguay and Israel Sign 
Trade and Payments Pacts 


A Treaty of Friendship and Commerce 
and a payments agreement recently 
negotiated between Uruguay and Israel 
were signed in Montevideo on Janu- 
ary 21. 

The treaty is conventional and is 
based on a most-favored-nation clause. 


The payments agreement calls for a 
reciprocal credit of up to $1% million, 
with any excess payable within 90 days 
in U. S. currency, pounds sterling, or 
any other mutually agreeable currency. 

The documents must be ratified by 
the Parliaments of both countries.— 
U. S. Embassy, Montevideo, 





uncut precious and semiprecious stones 
originating in Afghanistan, Brazil, or 
Uruguay will be licensed until a quota 
limitation of 500,000 German marks is 
reached, but not after December 31, 
1958. Reexport will be permitted only 
against payment in a freely convertible 
currency.—U, S. Embassy, Bonn. 





Austrian Economic 
Laws To Continue 


All of Austria’s so-called economic 
laws, by which legislative control over 
the Austrian economy has been main- 
. tained in the past year, have been ex- 
tended in effect into 1958, and with ex- 
ception of the Cartel Amendment Law, 
which will extend through June 30, will 
continue in force throughout the year. 

Laws affected by this action are the 
Milk Control Law; Grain Control Law; 
Livestock Control Law; Cattle Fatten- 
ing Production Law; Food Control Law; 
Price Control Law; Price Profiteering 
Law; Cartel Amendment Law; and Raw 
Materials Control Law. The Food Con- 
trol Law and Raw Materials Control 
Law were summarized in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, January 30, 1956, page 8. 

Amendments extending the validity 
of the laws were published in the Aus- 
trian Federal Law Gazette, No. 75, De- 
cember 28, 1957.—U. S.. Embassy, Vi- 
enna. 





Venezuela Fixes 6-Month 
Quota for Import of Eggs 


The Venezuelan Ministry of Develop- 
ment has announced, through the Ca- 
racas press, that it has issued licenses 
for import in the January 1-July 1, 
1958 period of 29,185,536 fertile eggs 
for incubation. 

This number is considered to be 10 
percent above actual requirements for 
the period and will compensate for 
losses. 

The licensing of egg imports on a 
6-month basis, instead of under the 
previous system of quarterly licensing, 
initiates a new import-licensing policy 
in Venezuela. 

(Previous announcements of Vene- 
zuelan requirements for licensing im- 
port of fertile eggs, appeared in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, August 18, 
1952, p. 23, and September 1, 1952, 
p. 12.)—U. S. Embassy, Caracas. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Cambodia Licenses 
Shipment of Rice 


The Government of Cambodia has an- 
nounced that a part of the country’s 
existing stocks of rice and rice brokens 
may now be exported and export li- 
eenses are being issued by the Office of 
Foreign Commerce. 

Resumption of rice exports by Cam- 
bodia in January followed a period of 
about 6 months during which export 
of rice was not authorized because a 
decline in production was expected in 
the 1957-58 crop year. Nevertheless, rice 
shipments authorized earlier in 1957 
continued in volume through the third 
quarter of that year, and for the first 
9 months totaled 197, tons to a value 
of $16.4 million (not $164.4 million as 
reported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
January 27, 1958, p. 3). 

Final estimates of rice production in 
the 1957-58 crop year have not been re- 
ceived, but favorable rains in November 
may bring a larger harvest than the 1 
million tons estimated before that time. 
Output is not expected to attain the 
bumper yields for 1956-57 but may 
reach the average for the 1949-56 pe- 
riod. Yields in those periods, according 
to Cambodian data, were respectively, 
1.5 and 1.1 million tons, and 0.50 and 
0.44 ton an acre (not 3.1 and 2.7 tons 
an acre as stated in the aforementioned 
Foreign Commerce Weekly article). 


Austria Further Suspends 
Import Duty on Apples 


Collection of the Austrian import 
duty on apples has been suspended 
through March 31, 1958, because the 
supply of table and cider apples in 
Austria is limited this season. 

This action represents an extension 
of an earlier suspension of the import 
duty on apples effective from the mid- 
dle of November until December 31, 
1957. 

The Austrian fruit trade is reported 
also to have applied for a further ex- 
tension, at least through February, of 
the period during which oranges, tan- 
gerines, and bananas may be imported 
free of customs duty. 

There are indications that the sus- 
pension of duty on apples may be ex- 
tended beyond the present termination 
date of March 31.—U. S. Embassy, Vi- 
enna. 


Nicaraguan Import oy 
Increased on Hog Lar 


Nicaraguan import duties on hog lard 
have been greatly increased, effective 
November 11, 1957, and duties on pros- 
thetic devices have been eliminated, 
effective November 18. 

Nicaraguan tariff items affected and 
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their new duties, specific in U. S. dol- 
lars per gross kilogram and percent ad 
valorem on c. i. f. value, with former 
status shown in parentheses, are as fol- 
lows: 

091-02-01. Hog lard, 0.50 and 25 percent 
(0.20 and 15 percent). 

899-99-09-2. Arms, legs, and other artificial 
members, duty free. (New subitem; formerly 
included under ‘All others,’’ dutiable at 
0.05 and 10 percent, now renumbered No. 
899-99-09-3, with no change in duty.) 

As long as a state of economic emer- 
gency exists in Nicaragua and the new 
rates of duty on hog lard remain in 
effect, domestic lard producers are pro- 
hibited from raising prices above the 
level prevailing on October 15, 1957. 

These actions were taken through 
Congressional Decree No. 280 and Pres- 
idential Decree No. 14, published No- 
vember 11 and 18, respectively —La 
Gaceta, November 11 and 18, 1957. 


Colombian Surtax 
On Income Revised 


The one-time Colombian surtax on ex- 
cess profits established on June 17, 1957, 
has been abolished, and in its stead, is 
provided a similar one-time tax calcu- 
lated as a percentage of the convention- 
al excess profits tax assessed according 
to article 13 of law 78 of 1935. 


The new surtax amounts to 50 percent 


of the sum payable as excess profits tax 
for 1957. Taxpayers 75 percent or more 
of whose patrimony is devoted to agri- 
culture or stockraising and industries 
the prices of whose goods and services 
are directly fixed by the Government 
shall be exempt from the surtax. 

The new tax was established, by de- 
cree No. 391 of December 18, 1957, be- 
cause the tax established in June by 
decree 108 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 29, 1957, p. 9) was too complex to 
administer—U. 8. Embassy, Bogota. 








Germany Extends Use 
Of Paper Quotas 


The deadline for utilization of 
German quotas established in July 
1957 for import from all dollar 
countries of paper and cardboard 
and manufactures thereof has 
been extended from the original 
closing date of December 31, 1957, 
to March 31, 1958, the Federal 
German Government has _ an- 
nounced. 

These quotas, which do not cov- 
er imports of kraft liner and kraft 
cardboard, were established in 
July 1957 and were announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Au- 
gust 26, 1957, page 9.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Bonn. 
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New Minerals Law 
Proposed in Burma 


Extension of discretionary authority 
to the President of Burma to approve 
special measures necessary for mineraj 

development in the country is one of 
the principal features of the new draft 
of the Union Mines and Minerals Act, 


1958, drawn up by the Burmese Minis.” 


try of Mines. 


This comprehensive bill containing 15 
provisions governing exploitation, trans. 
portation, sale, and export of minerals 
is expected to be introduced in the Feb. 
ruary session of Parliament. 


Other features of the new draft legis. 
lation include consolidation and ration. 
alization of Burma’s disparate minerals 
laws and centralization of minerals ay. 
thority in the Ministry of Mines. Also 
incorporated are numerous provisions of 
the various minerals acts now in force. 

Petroleum is_ specifically excluded 
from the purview of the proposed leg- 
islation. ‘ 

Copies of the text of the proposed act 
are available on loan from the Far East- 
ern Division, Bureau 9f Foreign Com. 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





Mexico Places Sales 
Tax on Soft. Drinks 


A first-hand sales tax equal to 5 per- 
cent of the factory price of various bot- 
tled soft drinks became effective in 
Mexico on January 1, 1958, replacing 
the former production tax in the same 
amount in effect since January 1, 1952. 

Aside from various changes made for 
administrative purposes, the new tax is 
essentially the same as the old and ap 
plies to individuals or firms who mant- 
facture and/or bottle soft drinks made 
with natural fruit juices; those, charged 
or not, made from extracts, fruit es- 
sences, or any other raw material; min- 
eral water, charged or not; and soda 
water. The latter item, however, was 
not subject to the earlier tax. 

* An allowance of up to 3 percent of 
sales is permitted for breakage, gifts, 
and samples. 

Provision is made also for Mexican 
States and Territories to participate in 
the tax to the extent of 25 percent of 
the proceeds derived therefrom, provid- 
ed they do not themselves levy local or 
municipal taxes on production, first 
hand sale, or entry of the affected prod- 
ucts.—Dairio Oficial, December 31, 1957. 





U. 8. cotton exports in November 
1957 were 526,000 running bales, com- 
pared with 538,000 running bales in No 
vember 1956, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 

Exports during August-November 1957 
were 1,724,000 running bales, compared 
with 2,064,000 in August-November 1956. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





lraq Invites Tenders 


On Housing Projects 


The Development Board and Ministry 
gf Development of Iraq invite tenders 
fom qualified contractors for the con- 
struction of a housing project in Sulai- 
maniya and a model village at Greater 
Mussayib. 

The work at Sulaimaniya comprises 
the building of 150 houses and the con- 
suction of main and interior roads and 
the installation of water, electrical, and 
sanitary facilities. The work at Greater 
Mussayib consists of the construction 
of mine houses, civic center, shops, 
schools, roads, water-supply system, 
water-purification plant, and all auxili- 
ary work incidental to the completion 
of the project. 

Tenders must be submitted to the De- 
velopment Board, Directorate General 
of Contracts and Legal Affairs, Bagh- 
dad, by March 9 for the housing project 
in Sulaimaniya and by March 10 for 
the model village at Greater Mussayib. 

Duplicate copies of the tender docu- 
ments including drawings may be had 
fom the Directorate General of Con- 
tracts and Legal Affairs, Ministry of 
Development, South Gate, Baghdad, for 
42 a set for each project. A copy of 
these documents, less drawings, is avail- 
able on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Brazilian Officials, Seal 
Technical Inforniation 


Two officials of the Department of 
Water Works and Sewerage of the City 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil, are visitirry in the 
United States to contact consulting en- 
gimeers specializing .in the fields - of 
waterworks, water supply, and sewerage 
and sewage treatment. 

The officials, Messrs. Affonso Jose 
Persicano and Tetsuaki Misawa, are in- 
terested in visiting municipal water- 
works, and seek technical information. 

Interested firms may communicate 
with Messrs. Persicano and Misawa un- 
ti the termination of their visit on 
March 23 in care of the Brazilian Con- 
slate General, 630 5th Ave., New York, 
N. ¥. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Miami, Washington, Balti- 
more, and Boston, 


U. S. exports of unmanufactured 
tobacco in November 1957, at 47.6 mil- 
lion pounds (export weight), were 11 
percent larger than those for Novem- 
ber, 1956, according to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

The value of November 1957 exports, 
& $346 million, was nearly 23 percent 
Seater than for the like month a year 
tarlier, 
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Telex Installation, Cement, Copper 


Wire, Other Items Wanted Abroad 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized prcbure: 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 


available for review on loan from 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Ceylon 
Portland cement, 10,000 tons; de- 
livered in 500-ton shipments totaling 


2,000 tons monthly; bids invited until 
April 8 by the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Co- 
lombo. Copies of tender notice may be 
obtained from the Embassy of Ceylon, 
2148 Wyoming Avenue, Washington 8, 
D. C.* 


Greece 


Supply and erection of 150-kv. trans- 
mission line towers, estimated cost $2.5 
million; bids inviteduntil February 17 
by the Public Power Corporation, 5 
Loukianou Street, Athens. Additional 
information may be obtained from the 
Greek Foreign Trade Administration, 
1026 Connecticut Avenue NW., Suite 
714, Washington, D. C.* 


India 


Railroad rails, 77,500 tons, tender No. 
B-919 (GR-111), completion time Octo- 
ber 31; bids invited until March 27 by 
the Director, India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Copies of the tender giving detailed 
specifications may be obtained from that 
authority.* 


lran 


Tie. bolts, 170 tons, $1,650 deposit re- 
quired with bid, deadline March 1; and 
tie plates, 1,800 tons, $10,000 depdsit re- 
quired with bid, March 9. Bids invited 
by the Imperial Iranian Railways, Teh- 
ran.* 

Telex instaliation for radio multiplex 
and local circuits; bids invited until 
March 8 by the Imperial Iranian Min- 
istry. of Posts, Telegraphs, and Tele- 
phones, Tehran. Copies of specifications 
and conditions are available from the 
Embassy of Iran, 3005 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW., Washington, D, C.* 


Iraq 


Surveying and drawing instruments; 
electric materials (wire, high-tension, 
and low-tension cable), 175,000 yards; 
copper wire, 3 tons, bare; green house 
for college, length about 36 meters, 
width 11 meters, height 4 meters, steel 
frame, complete with heating and hu- 


the Trade Development Division, 





midity control systems; and electric 
meters, 800 (500 5-a., 300 10-a.). Bids 
invited until February 28 by the Secre- 
tary, Central Purchasing Committee, 
Ministry of Finance, Baghdad.* 


New Zealand 


Low-bed tilt deck trailer, bids invited 
until February 12 by the Ministry of 
Works, P.O. Box 8024, Wellington. 
Specifications and drawings are avail- 
able on loan from the New Zealand 
Senior Trade. Commissioner, 1145 19th 
Street NW., Washington, D. C. 


Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
Federation of 


Telephone pole brackets, 30,000, in- 
cluding 30,000 %x3%-inch bolts with 
nuts, tender No. 463, bid deadline Feb- 
ruary 28; and cable distribution boxes, 
20, tender No. 464, February 21. Bids 
invited by Ministry of Posts, Office of 
the Controller of Stores and Transports, 
Causway, Southern Rhodesia.* 


Uruguay 


Concrete mixers, 2, bid No. 3540, 
deadline March 11; and nozzles, 24, fire- 
fighting play pipe type, .bid No. 3541, 
March 12. Bids invited by ANCAP (Ad- 
ministracion Nacional de Combustibles, 
Alcohol y Portland), Montevideo, Only 
individuals or firms legally established 
in Uruguay may participate in public 
bids. Others may enter bids through 
their Uruguayan agent or representa- 
tive. Specifications in Spanish avail- 
able.* 





Iran Invites Applications 
From Bridge Contractors 


Iran invites applications from con- 
tractors interested in bidding on a 
bridge over the Karoun River at Khor- 
ramshahr. The applications, including 
a resume of qualifications, should be 
sent to the Government’s consulting en- 
gineers, Kampsax, Avenue Kouchk 66, 
Tehran. 


The bridge is a reinforced concrete 
structure about 284 meters long and 
13.5 meters wide with 2 concrete piers - 
in midstream. Building time is ip cmees 
mately 20 months. 
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Argentina Invites Bids 
On 14-Inch Pipeline 


Bids are invited until noon April 21 
for the construction in Argentina of a 
14-inch pipeline from Challaco in Neu- 
quen Province to Puerto Rosales near 
Bahia Blanca, a distance of 625 kilo- 
meters. Bids, invited by the State oil 
agency, Yacimientos Petroliferos Fis- 
cales (YPF), Avenida Roque Saenz, 
Pena 777, Buenos Aires, should contain 
financing ‘plans. 


A main pumping station in Challaco, 
an intermediate storage yard and car-° 
loading station at Zorrilla in Rio Negro 
Province, a terminal storage yard and 
tanker loading station at Puerto Ro- 
sales, and a communication system are 
included in the project. 


Construction of the pipeline is part 
of YPF’s overall reactivation plan. The 
line, with capacity of about 7,000 cubic 
meters a day, would provide needed 
transport facilities should YPF succeed 
in its plans for large-scale production 
expansion in the Neuquen fields. At 
present, Neuquen oil is shipped by rail 
to Bahia Blanca and from there by sea 
or rail to YPF’s refinery at La Plata. 
Railroad shipping capacity is limited 
and there is seasonal competition be- 
tween YPF and Neuquen fruit growers 
for the rail service. 


YPF reportedly now produces about 
1,700 cubic meters of crude daily in 
Neuquen and production is scheduled to 
reach 2,350 meters in 1958 and advance 
gradually thereafter to the carrying ca- 
pacity of the proposed pipeline. Recent 
discoveries of petroleum deposits at La 
Sauce and Barrosa offer the possibility 
of increased production in the Neuquen 
area. 


This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, December 23, 
page 11. 


India Extends Bid Dates 


Deadlines for submitting bids on sup- 
ply of equipment for India have been 
postponed as follows: 


The Director General of Supplies and 
Disposals, Shahjahan Road, New Delhi,, 
has extended to February 18 the dead- 
line for submitting bids for one 34,000- 
hp. vertical shaft turbine with spares. 
This trade lead was published in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, October 28, 
page 8. 

The Director, Railway Store, Railway 
Board, State Entry Road, New Delhi, 
has extended to March 10 the deadline 
-for submitting bids for 9,392 20-ton 
broadgage wheelsets. This trade lead 
was reported in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, January 27, page 14. 





16 = 


Electric Generators 


Needed in Italy 


A project in Italy, estimated to cost 
$336,000, has been opened to U. S. bid- 
ders under the international competitive 


bidding procedure of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), the Bu- 
reau .of Foreign Commerce has _ re- 
ported. 

The project calls for supply of 56 
electric generators (32 sets, 40-kv.-a.; 
24 sets, 15-kv.-a. and 16 remote control 
devices for the 40-kv.-a. generators. 


Invitations to bid will be sent to 
qualified firms about March 1; and bids 
will be opened about April 1. The proj- 
ect is to be completed in 300 calendar 
days. 

U. S. firms interested in bidding on 
this project should submit their applica- 
tions before February 20 to the Mini- 
stero Difesa-Aeronautica, Direzione Gen- 
erale Demanio, Ufficio Studi—1 Sezione, 
Viale Castro Pretoria, Rome. Informa- 
tion on their qualifications should be 
enclosed on an appropriate form obtain- 
able on request from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. D@partment of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. The ap- 
plication, the qualifications form, and 
the enclosing envelope should clearly 
show the project reference No. 093. 


U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
scribed in the brochure on the NATO 
program available from that Division. 


Bids Requested for 
Jordan Oil Retinery 


Bids are invited by the Jordanian 
Petroleum Refinery Co., Ltd., in Am- 
man, for construction near Zerka of a 
petroleum refinery having daily capacity 
of 1,009 metric tons. As this is to be a 
“turnkey” project only firms which have 
previously built a complete refinery will 
be considered. 

The cost of the proposed refinery and 
related pipeline equipment, utilities, and 
general facilities is estingated at $9 
million. 


The Jordanian Petroleum Co. has au- 
thorized capital which could cover the 
cost of this project if all its shares were 
fully paid. The Government of Jordan 
holds 50,000 shares of the 800,000 au- 
thorized and private persons hold all of 
the balance except for 20,000 not yet 
issued. 

The terms of the concession give the 
refinery company sole right to manu- 
facture petroleum products for the do- 
mestic market and afford it complete 
protection from imported petroleum 
products. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











et — 

The firms and individuals named jp 

the following lists have expressed jp. 

terest in establishing new business gop. 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce cap. 
not assume responsibility for any trans. 
actions undertaken with these firms 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail. 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor. 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop. 
ment Division; Bureau of Foreign Com. 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for Joan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as #he foreign firm’s name and 
address, 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


Maison N. Barriasson & Cie (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter), 31 rue de 
Segonzac, Cognac, Charente, wishes to 
export direct or through regional agents 
large quantities of good current to 
highest quality Cognac brandy and 
other types of French brandies in glass 
bottles or in wooden casks. 

Jean Benais & Cie (commission mer- 
chant and export agent handling alco 
holic beverages and food products), 2 
rue Lagrange, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export direct Bordeaux, Bour- 
gogne, ahd Anjou red and white French 
wines of vintage and classified qualities 
in glass bottles; table wine in wooden 
casks; and Armagnac and Cognac bran- 
dies. Firm also desires to act as pur 
chasing agent in France for alcoholic 
beverages, food products, and related 
commodities. 


Etablissements Georges Courant & 
Ses Enfants (producer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 17 rue Perat, Cognac, Char- 
ente, wishes to export preferably direct 
but will consider through agent, large 
quantities of Cognac brandy in glass 
bottles or in wooden casks; also Pineat 
des Charentes, an aperitif of excellent 
quality which is a fortified wine ob 
tained by mixing fresh grape juice to 
Cognac brandy, with an al 
strength which varies from 18 to 2 
degrees Beaume; also de luxe liqueurs 
made from Cognac brandy. Descriptive 
literature and pricelist available* ~ 

A. Droz & Co. (S.A.) (producet, 
wholesaler, exporter), 10 rue Albert-de 
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Mun, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to ex- 

direct or through agents except in 
Maryland and Illinois where already 
represented, large quantities of very 
good quality liqueurs under the trade 
name Droz, such as Cacoa Chouva, etc., 
alcoholic syrups, flavored fruits in 
syrup, spirituous liquors, etc. 


J. Dupont & Co. (producer, whole- 


saler, exporter), 14 rue de Constantine,, 


Cognac, Charente, wishes to export 
preferably direct but will consider 
through agent large, quantities of good 
current to highest quality of Cognac 
prandy in glass bottles or in wooden 
casks; also other types of brandies. 


Automotive Accessories 

England 

Wingard (M.A.), Ltd. (manufacturer, 
exporter of automotive accessories), 
Kingham Road, Chichester, Sussex, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agents in New York, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Philadelphia, Detroit, San 
Francisco (except for mirrors), Boston, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, and Washing- 
ton, high-quality automotive accessories 
including car heaters, rearview mirrors, 
interior lamps, stop and tail lamps, 
windshield washers, etc, Catalog avail- 
able.* 


Ceramics 

Germany 

Maass & Riege (importer, whole- 
saler of electrical equipment and hard- 
ware; exporter of general merchan- 
dise), Bugenhagenstrasse 5, Hamburg 
1, wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of high-quality 
garden dwarfs and other ceramic gar- 
den figures. Descriptive and illustrated 
jeaflets with pricelist available.* 
Couplings, Hose 

Sweden 

AB CEJN (export merchant handling 
compression couplings and dust blow- 


ers manufactured by a Swedish firm), 
Box 142, Skovde, wishes to export di- 


- tect, but preferably through agent, hose 


couplings. Illustrated and descriptive 
brochure available.* 

Foodstuffs 

Germany 


HESCO Hessler & Co. (importer of 

poultry and glutamate; manufacturer, 
exporter of soup preserves), 42/44 Dues- 
seldorfer Strasse, Hilden/Rhld., wishes 
to export direct or through agent large 
quantities of preserved chicken soup 
With meat under trade name Hesco. 
Pertinent instructions regarding ship- 
ping desired by exporter. Pricelist in 
German available.* 


ftaly 

‘Matteo Giovinetti (broker), Borsa 
Merci, Piazza Municipio, Naples, wishes 
loexport direct or through agent large 
Qantities of dried beans, vegetables, 
\fsh, and cereals—handpicked and ster- 
Whed, free from insects (beetles)—%% 


February 10, 1958 . 
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= on private foreign firms or indi- 
> viduals mentioned in the World 4 
' Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
; portunities departments of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
@ will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial! Intelli- 
® gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
* Commerce, U. S. Department of 
* Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
« for $1 each. The reports also may 
* be obtained through the Depart- 
* ment’s Field Offices. 

* Requests for these reports # 
@ should include the names and @ 
addresses of the firms or indi- @ 
viduals. ; e 
& The information given in a 
# World Trade Directory report » 
® usually includes lines of goods © 
handled, operation methods, size a 
of business, capital, sales volume, @ 
= trade and financial reputation, and 
© other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 


foreign elements. Firm is interested in 
locating exclusive agents not already 
acting for other Italian firms; also in- 


terested in hearing from VU. S. im- 
porters of beans for canning. 

Gelatin 

France 


Les Fils de Camille Briancon (manu- 


faciturer, wholesaler, exporter of gel- 
atin and glues), 32bis rue Saint- 
Laurens, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 


wishes to export direct or preferably 
through agent from 10 to 15 metric 
tons monthly of photographic, technical, 
pharmaceutical, and edible or alimentary 
gelatin; also hide and skin gelatin glue, 
dry animal glue, and special glue for 
abrasives, adhesive paper, etc., in sheets, 
flakes, or ground, 


Horns 
New Zealand 


D.A.C. Gray (wholesaler, exporter of 
novelties manufactured from New Zea- 
land indigenous timbers), P. O. Box 
490, Rotorua, wishes to export direct 
or through agent large quantities of 
red deer antler points and/or pieces, in 
lengths as required, suitable for door 
and knife handles, 


Jewelry 
Balearic Islands 

Novedades PONS (Jose Pons Femen- 
jas) (manufacturer of costume jewelry), 
Calle de Alayor 21, Mahon, Minorca, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 24,000 each of costume jewelry of 
brass, including brooches, bracelets, 


earrings, ashtrays, letter openers, key 
rings, tie elips, etc. Special shipping 
instructions would be welcome from 
potential U. S. buyers, 


Machine Tools 
Germany 


Lothar Kretz (wholesaler, exporter of 
special machine tools), 2 Rechberg- 
strasse, Ditzingen bei Stuttgart, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 200 
each of quick change tool holders for 
lathes and planing machines; and ar- 
bors and accessories for. milling ma- 
chines. Ijlustrated and descriptive liter- 
ature and pricelist available.* 


Machinery 
Italy 


G. & P. Avena (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of machinery for processing cit- 
rus fruits), Pistunina, Messina, wishes 
to export through agent on east coast 
and one on west coast of United States, 
one each monthly of citrus oil extrac- 
tors and citrus fruit peeling machines, 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflets avail- 
able.* 


Sweden 


Blomqvists Verkstads AB (manufac- 
turer, exporter of machine«tools and 
bakery machinery), Sodertalje, wishes 
to export direct mixing and beating 
machines for bakeries, commercial 
kitchens, and similar institutions; also 
for chemical plants and similar indus- 
tries. Illustrated and descriptive leafiets 


in English, German, and French avail- 
able.* 


Mortuary Supplies 
France 


Julien Faure (“La Fonderie Artis- 
tique”) (aluminum foundry; wholesaler, 
exporter of artistic funeral articles for 
decoration of caskets, tombstones, etc.), 
29 rue d’Armagnac, Toulouse, Haute- 
Garonne, wishes to export direct or 
through agent good-quality artistic 
aluminum funeral articles, including 
casket handles and ‘trimmings, vases, 
flower stands, crucifixes, and other ar- 
ticles for the decoration of tombstones 


or funeral monuments. Catalog. in 
French available.* 

Paper 

Italy 


I.E.C.C.A., Importazioni Esportazioni 
Carta, s.r.l. (importer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter of paper, parchment paper, sta- 
tionery, and drawing paper for tech- 
nical design), 14 Via Avignonesi, Rome, 
wishes to export direct all kinds of 
paper, parchment paper, and drawing 
paper for technical design, 


Plastic Sheeting 


Netherlands 


N. V. Hollandsche Draad-en Kabel- 
fabriek (DRAKA) (Holland) Insulated 
Wire & Cable Works, Inc. (importer of 
raw materials for own use; manufac- 
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turer, exporter of rubber and plastic 
insulated wire, cables, and related ar- 
ticles, plastics and plastic insulating 
materials, and vulcanized couplings), 
2-10 Hamerstraat, Amsterdam N., 
wishes to export direct but preferably 
through regional agents large quanti- 
ties of clear sheeting of virgin poly- 
vinyl chloride. 


Steel Products 
England 
Crabtree Bros. (Waterside), Ltd. 


(manufacturer, exporter of textile ac- 
cessories; also ornamental steel house- 
hold furniture and electric light fittings, 
etc.), Martins Bank Chambers, Nelson, 
Lancashire, wishes to export direct or 
through agent ornamental steel prod- 
ucts including furniture and table 
lamps. Photographs and pricelist avail- 
able.* 


Textiles 
Belgium 

S.A. des Ane. Ets. J. Philips-Glazer 
& Fils (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 81 rue de Bruxelles, Termonde, 
wishes to export direct quilted bed- 
covers, blankets, floorcloths, disheloths, 
dusters, and molletons (table pads), of 
woolen, cotton, and mixed materials. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals 
Germany 


Alfred Linden (manufacturer of 
chemical technical articles; wholesaler 
of technical oils), 22 Am Timmerberg, 
Kierspe/Westf., wishes to purchase di- 
rect acrylic ester dispersion or methol 
crylic ester dispersions, which should 
form film at 50 degrees Celsius, and dry 
clearly; must not glue,-and should be 
rub and water proof with good adhesive 
quality. 


Iraq 

National Leather Industries (manu- 
facturer of finished leather, whole- 
saler, retailer), 1/5/1 Aqouliya St., 
Baghdad, wishes to purchase direct 
chemicals and tanning materials for its 
own use in the tanning industry. 





Venezuela 
Magnus Chemical Co. de Venezuela, 
C.A. (manufacturer, manufacturer’s 


agent), Edificio Pacifico, Calle Real de 
Sabana Grande, Aptdo. 10583, Caracas, 
wishes to purchase direct chemical raw 
materials for the manufacture of water 
and fuel oil treatment, and cleaning 
compounds, 


Cosmestics 
Netherlands 
‘ Jean Cooken Parfumerie Moderne 
N.V. (importing distributor, manufac- 


turer’s agent), 447 Singel, Amsterdam, 
wishes to purchase direct and secks 
agency for plastic artificial fingernails, 
as well as other cosmetic novelties. 


Diesel Engines 
Netherlands 


Doedijns’ Industrielle-en Handelson- 
derneming, N.V. (importing distributor), 
92 Koninginnegracht, The Hague, 
wishes to purchase on an exclusive basis 
small stationary diesel engines for oper- 
ation of pumps, lighting sets, farm im- 
plements, and _ similar equipment; 
capacity 1 to 5 h.p. 


Food Machinery 


Pakistan 


Cereal Manufacturing Products, Ltd. 
(manufacturer of corn, wheat, and rice 
flakes), Dhamial, Rawalpindi, wishes to 
purchase direct equipment for puffed 
wheat and puffed rice (puff gun). 


Gifts 


Union of South Africa 


F. J. Pearce, Ltd. (importer, retailer 
of general merchandise), No. 11, Main 
Road, Claremont, Cape, wishes to pur- 
chase direct gift novelties. 


Hardware 


Sweden 


AB G. Heurlin & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor of automobile’ parts and ac- 
cessories; manufacturer of sporting 
goods and automobile accessories; man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 38 Drottninggatan, 
Stockholm C, wishes to purchase non- 
electrical hardware, handtools, and ma- 
chine equipment. 


Jewelry 
Thailand 

Chew Chang Seng Co. (importing dis- 
tributor), 375-7 Jawaraj Road, Bangkok, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 





Swedish Directory Lists 
12,500 Enterprises 


The first edition of Kompass, a 
directory of Swedish trade and in- 
dustry published by the Kompass 
Publishing Co. (Sweden) AB, con- 
tains 12,500 Swedish enterprises 
listing goods and services they are 
able to supply. 

The book has the following divi- 
sions: Supply sources section in 
English, German, French, and 
Swedish, divided into 32 main 
groups with 300 subdivisions list- 
ing 15,000 articles and services; 
trademark section containing 
trade and shipping marks listed 
according to subdivisions; and an 
information section which lists de- 
tails concerning each firm’s or- 
ganization. 

Copies of the directory may be 
purchased from the publisher, Val- 
lengatan 13, Stockholm, Sweden, 
for $18.82 plus postage. 











—s 


agency for watch bands of metal, rolled 
gold, stainless steel, etc. 


Meatpackers Equipment 
Netherlands 


F. W. Stoppelberg (importing distrib. 
utor, manufacturer, wholesaler), 5g 
Oranje Nassaulaan, Zeist, wishes tg 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
slaughterhouse and meatpackers tools 
and equipment. 


Nuclear Equipment 
Netherlands 


Koopman & Co. Technische Handel 
Maatschappij N.V. (importing distrib. 
utor, manufacturer’s agent), 6 Stad- 
houderskade, Amsterdam, wishes tg 
purchase direct or seeks agency for 
nuclear products from U. S. manufac. 
turers. 


Oil Burners 
Sweden 

Sjolins-Limhamn (installer of oil 
burners and service activities; manu- 
facturer of various kinds of iron foundry. 
materials; manufacturer’s agent), 23 
Hjortgatan, Limhamn, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for good- 
quality, modern oeil burners, 220-y, 
single-phase, or 220/380-v. 3-phase; ca- 
pacity: 0.75-3 gallons, 2.5-5 gallons, 58 
gallons, 8-15 gallons. Descriptive litera- 
ture and pricelists desired by firm, 


Painting Equipment 
France 

Ets. Griesser & Co. (manufacturer of 
venetian blinds and roll-up shutters; im- 
porter, exporter), 10 Ave. Ste. Mar- 
guerite, Nice, wishes to purchase direct 
machines for painting aluminum vene- 
tian blind slats. 


Pharmaceuticals 


Egypt 
Laboratories Alpha (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer), 46bis Kasr el 
Aini St., Cairo, wishes to purchage di- 
rect and seeks agency for broad spee- 
trum antibiotics in bulk, such as tetra- 
cycline, oxytetracycline. 
Tallow 
Pakistan, East 
Coaltar Color Chemical Co., Ltd (im- 
porter, indentor, manufacturer's agent), 
Jubilee Road, Enayat Bazar, Chittagong, 


wishes to purchase direct inedible mut- 
ten tallow, 1,000 metric tons. 


Toilet Articles 
Netherlands 


Handelsonderneming Douglas (im- 
porting distributor), 38 Conradstraat, 
Groothandelsgebouw, Rotterdam, wishes 
to purchase direct novelties in the field 
of toilet requisites, as well as sunglasses, 
bathing articles, and cutlery. 


Tools 
Italy 
Paolino Sgambati di Andrea (import- 
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er manufacturer, exporter), 9 Via 

‘aile di Porto, Naples, wishes to pur- 

direct wood Saws, saw blades, 

fles and triangular files, and machine 

tools for the lumber industry, Firm 

states wood saws should be strong and 
fiexible. 


_ Toys 


Union of South Africa 
F. J. Pearce, Ltd. (importer, retailer), 


| 444 Main Road, Claremont, Cape, wishes 


to purchase direct unusual and interest- 
ing toys. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals 


Venezuela 

Pandock-J. Soler (importing distrib- 
utor), Edificio Oyarzun, Calle 400, Ur- 
panizacion Comercial, Quinta Crespo, 
Caracas, seeks exclusive distribution for 
chemicals for use in food industry, such 
as glucose, peptine, ammonium bicar- 
ponate, sodium bicarbonate, acetic acid, 
and crystalline egg albumen, 


Construction Materials 


Venezuela 

Rioka S.A. Sucra. de R. & O. Kolster 
(importing distributor), 117 Calle Co- 
mercio, Puerto Cabello, Aptdo. 139, Es- 
tado Carabobo, seeks agency on a com- 
mission basis or distribution for con- 
struction materials. 


Cosmetics 
Belgian Congo 

W. F. Clarke Congo Belge, Ltd. (com- 
mission agent), B.P. 8353, Leopoldville, 


seeks agency for cosmetics and toilet- 
ries. 


Dry Goods 


Venezuela 


Rioka S.A. Sucra. de R. & O. Kolster 
(importing distributor), 117 Calle Com- 
ercio, Puerto Cabello, Aptdo. 139, Estado 
Carabobo, seeks agency on commission 
basis or distribution for dry goods. 





Earthmoving Equipment 
Netherlands 


Ir. G. Rietberg (consulting engineer 
specializing in material handling equip- 
ment), 15 Van Heutzpark, Vlaardingen, 
wishes to act as a representative for 
Western Europe for U. S. manufacturers 
and exporters of mobile cranes, earth- 
moving bulldozers, excavators, shovels, 
and other materials-handling equipment. 


General Merchandise 
Belgian Congo 

W. F. Clarke, Congo Belge, Ltd. (com- 
mission agent), B. P. 8353, Leopoldville, 
feeks agency for inexpensive articles 
for native trade, such as cutlery, pocket 
knives, buttons, leather goods, and 


wrist watches which would retail from 
$5 to $6. 
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Hardware 


Venezuela 


Rioka S.A. Sucra. de R. & O. Kolster 
(importing distributor), 117 Calle Com- 
ercio, Puerto Cabello, Aptdo, 139, Estado 
Carabobo, seeks agency on commission 
basis or distribution for hardware. 


Office Equipment 
Italy 


I. E. C. C. A., Importazioni Esportazi- 
oni Carta, s. r. 1. (importing distribu- 
tor), 14 Via Avignonesi, Rome, seeks 
agency for calculating machines and 
typewriters, 


Pharmaceutical Products 
Venezuela 


Fribe-Dr. Kurt Friedlaender (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
Edificio Sudameris, Avenida Urdaneta 
Esquina Avenida Las Fuerzas Armadas, 
Caracas, seeks agency on a commission 
basis for pharmaceutical products and 
specialties. 


Textiles 
Netherlands 


N. V. v/h C, G. Koopman & Co. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent, commission merchant), 64» Sar- 
phatistraat, Amsterdam, seeks agency 
for piece goods of wool, cotton, and cor- 
duroy. 


Union of South Africa 


A. Blomson (manufacturer’s agent), 
P. O. Box 3920, Cape Town, seeks 
agency from U. S. manufacturers for 
cotton curtaining. 
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Sudan Seeks Cotton 
Ginning Inspector ° 


The Ministry of Agriculture, Re- 
public of the Sudan, seeks a sen- 
ior inspector of ginneries to or- 
ganize and operate a cotton gin- — 
ning inspection service and to lead 
a small team of inspectors of gov- 
ernment and private cotton gin- 
ning factories. 


Applicants should have a me- 
chanical engineering degree or its 
equivalent and be experienced in 
the latest methods for ginning 
short- and long-staple cotton, The 
starting salary ranges from about 
$3,100 to $6,800, depending on 
type of contract, age, and quailifi- 
cations. A cost-of-living and outfit 
allowance also is provided. 

Those interested may obtain 
further information and . applica- 
tion forms from the Embassy of 
the Republic of the Sudan, 2230 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

















Jacques Bastin, representing Cobelex, 
23 Meir, Antwerp, is interested in ob- 
taining new representations for grains, 
cakes, feedstuffs, vegetable oils, and tal- 
lows. Was scheduled to arrive January 
30 via New York for a 3- to 4-week visit. 
U. S. address: Interoceanic Commodities 
Corp., 80 Broad St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Minneapolis, and 
Chicago. 


England 


Tom Bindloss, and Arthur Williams, 
representing Cascelloid, Division of The 
British Xylonite Co., Ltd., Abbey Lane, 
Leicester, are interested in the manu- 
facture and uses of plastic fiber glass in 
the United States, and seek technical 
information. Was scheduled to arrive 
January 26 via New York for a 4-week 
Visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Roosevelt Hotel, 
Madison Ave. and 45th St., New York, 
N. Y.; and Edgewater Beach Hotel, 5349 
N. Sheridan Road, Chicago, Ill. Itin- 


erary: New York, Fitchburg (Mass.), 


‘Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Buf- 


falo (N. Y.). 


India 


B. S. Agarwal, general manager, Jay 
Engineering Works, Ltd., (importer; 
manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter of 
sewing machines and electric fans), 183 
Prince Anwar Shah Road, Calcutta, is 
interested in promoting the sale of 
Usha brand sewing machines and elec- 
tric fans; also interested in exporting 
industrial paint made of bhilawa nut 
(marking nut oil). Scheduled to arrive 
February 11 or 12 via San Francisco 
for a 10- to 12-day visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Indian Embassy, 
417 Montgomery St., San Francisco, 
Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, New 
York, and Washington. 


Italy 


Carlo Biraghi, representing Lane E. 
Tessili, S.p.A., 4 Via Andegari, Milan, is 
interested in visiting U. S. manufac- 
turers and merchants of rugs. Was 
scheduled to arrive January 24 via New 
York for a month’s visit. U. S. address: 
c/o John Wright, 246 Summer St., Bos- 
ton, Mass. Itinerary: New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, and Los Angeles. 

Tibor Heimler, representing Meteor 
Export (manufacturer, exporter of tex- 
tile finished products), 65 via Bologna, 
Prato, is interested in the manufacture 
and exportation of finished textiles. Was 
scheduled to arrive January 27 via New 
York for a month’s visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Kiffe Sales Co., 504 Broadway, New 
York 12, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Boston, and San Francisco. 

Carlo Zanon, representing Consorzio 
Agrario Provinciale, 69 Via Conciapelli, 
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Bolzano, is interested in fruit growing 
and pest control, and seeks technical in- 
formation concerning fruit growing and 
frost protection, as well as assistance in 
obtaining contacts with firms and or- 
ganizations handling scientific research 
in these fields. Was scheduled to arrive 
during the first week in February via 
New York for a 3-month visit. 


U. S. address c/o F. Egerter, Mercan- 
tile Development, Inc., 50 Church St., 
New York 7, N. Y. Itinerary: Several 
cities in the States of Michigan, Cali- 
fornia, Florida, and Washington, 


Netherlands 


R. J. M. von Martels Dankern, repre- 
senting Marrca, N. V. (importer of elec- 
tronic and electrical engineering prod- 
ucts), 695 Rijksstraatweg, Wassenaar 
near The Hague, is interested in agen- 
cies for U. S. manufacturers of elec- 
tronic equipment. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive February 4 via New York for a 3- 
week visit: U. S. address: c/o Radio 
Corporation of America, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York and Washington. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 


Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the oe All are 
dated January 1958. 


Aircraft and Aeronautical Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Turkey. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Paraguay. 

Leather and Shoe Finding Importers 
and Dealers—Guatemala. 

Metalworking Plants and Shops—Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany and West Ber- 
lin. 

Motor Bus Lines and Transport Com- 
panies—Venezuela. 

Naval Stores Importers and Dealers 
—Australia. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) Im- 
porters, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, 
and Exporters—El Salvador. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—lIran. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Portugal. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—El Salvador. 

Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers and Dealers— 
Philippines. 

Rubber Goods Manufacturers—Aus- 
tralia. 

Textile Industry—Algeria. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Israel. 
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Ecuadoran Fiscal . . . 
(Continued from page 6) 

had resulted in an atmosphere of eco- 
nomic stability which augured well for 
the immediate future. However, these 
interests generally complained that over- 
all national economic progress was being 
accomplished through utilization of 
official measures which tended to handi- 
cap the growth of private enterprise. 

Customs facilities were improved, with 
the completion of four new all-weather 
warehouses and the receipt of a French- 
built 14-ton capacity dockside crane. 

Efforts to expand the foreign ex- 
change earning capacity of tourism in 
the coastal region were seriously preju- 
diced in December by reports that poor 
business had resulted in the temporary 
closing of the Humboldt Hotel at Playas, 
Guayaquil’s nearest seaside resort area. 


Exports Expected To Set Record 


Indications were that 1957 was a rec- 
ord year for Ecuadoran exports, Most 
sources believed it possible that final 
1957 export totals would surpass the 
record in 1954. Total banana exports 
were above 1956 levels, but the esti- 
mated value was lower. 

Rice exports in 1957 reached a total 
approximating the combined 1955 and 
1956 figures. Costa Rica was reported 
to have become one of the principal 
markets for Ecuadoran rice, and exports 
to that market are expected to continue 
in large volume in 1958. 

The calculated dollar value of the 
country’s export trade in the period Jan- 
uary 1-November 20, 1957, was estimated 
at US$86.4 million, according to sta- 
tistics released by the Central Bank of 
Ecuador. The calculated dollar value 
of imports in the same period was esti- 
mated at US$83.5 million. 

Plans by a U. S. syndicate to invest 


-up to US$30 million in an electric-power 


development project in the Guayaquil- 
Cuenca-Latacunga area of Ecuador were 
announced in December. In the same 


—— 


area, in the province of Canar, studies 
are being made by a French company 
and a German company of the poggj. 
bilities of constructing and operating 4 
cement factory. The French are algo 
considering the possibilities of exploitj 

the Guapan coal fields in the area ag 4 





source of industrial power. 


1958 Trade Outlook Favorable 


Favorable agricultural conditions jn 
the coastal region made both producers 
and shippers hopeful for a continuation 
of prosperous trade conditions in 195§ 
The Central Government, on December 
10, approved legislation to initiate 
comprehensive campaign against Set | 
toka disease. 

Coastal banana producers and ship. | 
pers, well aware of the difficult condi. 
tions impairing banana production ip 
other exporting countries, were keenly 
anxious to organize an effective pest. 
control campaign, especially prior to the 
hot, rainy winter season, Under legisla. 
tion passed in December, this campaign 
was declared by the Government to be 
of national importance. It provides for 
operational funds to be obtained from 
taxes applied to banana exports, and for 
special privileges to be granted for the 
import of insecticides and pest-contro 
equipment. 

Late December reports on coastal rice 
and cotton crops indicated good future 
prospects, and that no adverse growing 
conditions had affected harvests. Ship- 
ments from the new cacao harvest be- 
gan to arrive in Guayaquil in early 
December. 

Coffee entries at Guayaquil tended to 
decline early in the month with the end 
of the current harvest. To protect the 


— 





local industry against severe price 
fluctuations in world coffee markets, a 
commission was appointed by repre 
sentatives of both producers and .ex- 
porters to study the possibility of finan- | 
ing development of a national coffee 
bank.—U,. S. Embassy, Quito, 





For day-to-day use... 


($8.50 





Operations Reports 
Part 2 of BFC's World Trade Information Service 


. . « Practical information on preparing, marking, and labeli 
shipments; licensing and exchange controls; o  emecualll 
patent, and trademark regulations; import tariff systems .. . in 
a series of reports on foreign countries ... 


$6 a year 
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U.S. Export Sales Stimulate 
Domestic Business 


Export sales were one of the stimulating factors in the domestic 


pusiness picture during most of 1957. 


Corrected for the usual seasonal movements, exports reached a new 
top of $20 billion, at an annual rate, in the first half of 1957, having 
advanced in the 1955-57 cyclical upswing of business activity at a rela- 
tively higher rate than did the total U. S. gross national product. 
Exports tended downward from the peak of the first half, though second 
half 1957 exports were still above the aggregate in the corresponding 
period of 1956. For the year 1957 exports are estimated at aimost $191 


billion, a record. 


_. Merchandise imports paralleled the rising trend in national eco- 
nomic activity through the third quarter of 1957, but imports continued 
to advance in the fourth quarter of 1957. Imports for the year as a 
whole reached a new high of nearly $13 billion. 


These and other facts are contained 
in a comprehensive review of foreign 
trade, “Foreign Trade and Domestic 
Business,” in the January issue of the 
Survey of Current Business, monthly 
magazine of the Office of Business Eco- 
nomics, U. S. Department of Commerce. 

The impact of record rates of U. S. 
merchandise exports and imports on do- 
mestic business in 1957 and for the past 
several years is analyzed with the aid 
of OBE’s classification of the export and 
import data into new major economic 
categories designed to facilitate evalua- 
tion of the relationship of foreign trade 
to domestic production and sales. The 
article contains a comparison of trends 
in exports from the world’s major man- 
ufacturing centers—the United States, 
Western Europe and Japan—to the less 
industrialized countries of the world and 
makes evident the continued strong 
competitive position of U. S. products 
in world markets during 1956 and 1957. 


Exports Stimulate 
Domestic Business 


For some industries export outlets 
have grown at an even faster pace than 
domestic markets. As domestic demand 
shortened its stride in the latter part of 
1957, continued high foreign sales by 
these industries exerted a _ stabilizing 
effect on output. 


Exports of industrial supplies and 
Materials have risen almost continuously 
since 1954 and reached a peak in the 
first half of 1957. This group, the largest 
single export category, comprised over 
45 percent of total exports in 1957. 

Coal, iron and steel scrap, steel pvod- 
ucts, and cotton piece goods were promi- 
hent among the industrial materials for 
Which exports during 1957 provided an 
important support to the supplying in- 
_ while domestic demand eased 


Since 1953 exports of numerous chem- 
products have grown at an even 
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faster rate than domestic sales and in 
some cases have actually exceeded 
domestic consumption, 


The 23-year high of 7.5 million bales 
of cotton exported in the 1956-57 season 
permitted a reduction of over 4.7 million 
bales in Government-controlled stocks, 
although domestic consumption fell more 
than one-half million bales from the pre- 
ceding year, ° 


Capital Equipment 
30 Percent of Total 


Capital equipment exports, the second 
largest .category (over 30 percent of 
total exports), rose sharply in 1955 and 
1956, and in the first three quarters of 
1957 continued to be well in excess of 
shipments in the corresponding periods 
of the preceding year. 


The ratio of exports to domestic sales 
of nonelectrical machinery reached an 
alltime high of over 15 percent in the 
third quarter of 1957, The number of 
railway passenger cars exported in the 
first half of 1957 was well over double 
the number delivered to domestic car- 
riers, The number of locomotives and 
commercial planes shipped abroad in 
1957 is estimated at about one-half 
those delivered to domestic customers: 


The 3-year uptrend in food exports, 
which in the first half of 1957 reached 
the highest rate since 1947, is largely 
attributed to heavy financing under 
Government programs. In contrast to 
declining domestic use of wheat and 
rice during this period, exports con- 
tinued to advance, The bulk of the large 
successive increases in soybean produc- 


“tion since 1953-54 has moved into export 


channels, 


Exports of nonfood consumer goods 
have accounted for a diminishing share 
of total U. S. nonmilitary exports since 
1956. The decline in exports of passen- 
ger cars, the largest item within this 


category, was largely responsible for 
this development. 


Agricultural Exports 
To Europe Reverse 


Total exports (nonmilitary) to West- 
ern Europe in-each of the first three 
quarters of 1957 were higher than the 
corresponding quarters of 1956, even 
after excluding the emergency ship- 
ments of petroleum in the first half of 
1957. The downturn after the first quar- 
ter 1957 peak represented primarily a 
reversal in U. S. agricultural exports 
rather than reduced European demand 
for basic industrial materials, 

Although Western Europe stands out 
as the only major area from which the 
United States boosted its imports during 
1957 appreciably above 1956, its trade 
deficit with this country loomed even 
larger than in 1956. 


Japan together with Western Europe 
constitute leading foreign markets for 
U. S. industrial supplies and materials. 
From the latter part of 1955 Japan had 
received a rising flow of raw and semi- 
fabricated materials from the United 
States. The adoption of a tight money 
policy in the spring of 1957 has since 
reduced its imports, 

Canada and Latin America are cited 
in the article as the outstanding foreign 
customers for American-made capital 
equipment, reflecting’in part the record 
outflow of U. S. direct investment capi- 
tal to those areas. 


In contrast to U. S. overall exports 
to Canada which in July-September 
1957 were somewhat off from a year 
earlier, total exports to Latin America 
were well maintained beyond the middle 
of 1957. 


Imports Related 
To Domestic Demand 


OBE’s analysis of changes in imports 
was developed by comparing responses 
of imports in various major categories to 
changes in related indicators of domestic 
demand including total manufacturing 
production, output in the hardgoods and 
softgoods industries, residential con- 
struction, disposable personal income, 
and per capita food consumption, 

From 1953 to 1956 the volume of im- 
ports of industrial materials, the larg- 
est category of imports on a value 
basis, moved in the same direction as 
domestic manufacturing production with 
yearly fluctuations in imports relatively 
greater than corresponding changes in 
manufacturing output. In January-Sep- 
tember 1957, industrial materials im- 
ports declined slightly from a year ear- 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Swiss Machinery Industry Expands 


Based on Report From U. S. Consulate, Zurich 


The most important Swiss industry, machinery construction, is 


operating at virtual capacity. 


A backlog on deliveries is causing some loss of new orders. Costs 
have risen and profits are being squeezed. In attempting to expand, 
problems of labor shortages have appeared. The establishment of for- 
eign production facilities is looked upon as a means of strengthening 


the home economy. 


- 


Two-thirds of Swiss machinery exports go to other European coun- 
tries and one-third to the rest of the- world. Exports to the United 
States have risen substantially. Imports of machinery have been approx- 
imately three-fourths of the value of exports. The United States supplies 
about one-sixth of the imports with Germany the principal U. S. com- 


petitor. 


Swiss machinery manufacturers maintain an optimistic attitude 
for future sales and believe that the combination of technical devlop- 
ments and traditional Swiss expert workmanship will contribute to 
the maintenance of effective Swiss competition in world markets. 


The industry’s importance has in- 
creased in recent years. Its payroll is 
more than twice that of the watch and 
jewelry industry, its exports amount to 
roughly 30 percent of total Swiss ex- 
ports, and its labor force absorbs 26 
percent of all factory workers, 

The 22.8 percent of Swiss exports it 
provided in 1938 grew to 30 percent in 
1956, increasing from 67,000 metric tons 
worth 300 million francs (1 franc=US 
$0.233) to 147,000 metric tons worth 
1,859 million francs. This branch of in- 
dustry employed 26 percent of Swiss in- 
dustrial manpower in 1956 against 19 
percent in 1938. 


Order Backlogs Substantial 


In the last several years the industry 
has been working at virtual capacity, 
‘with substantial order backlogs. Dur- 
ing this time, numerous instances of 
loss of orders to foreign competitors by 
reason of long delivery dates were re- 
ported, Production rationalization, addi- 
tional shifts, and overtime work were 
some of the measures adopted to speed 
up deliveries. 

Costs have been rising and profits are 
being squeezed. In 1957 the work week 
was reduced from 48 to 47 hours, inter- 
est costs rose, and prices of some im- 
ported materials, notably coal, were 
higher. There have been recent signs of 
a leveling off of incoming orders, but no 
evidence of cuts in production. 


Plant Facilities Expanded 


Swiss machinery manufacturers, los- 
ing orders through overlong delivery pe- 
riods, have been tempted to expand. In 
doing so they have intensified the prob- 
lems of overinvestment and labor short- 
age in the country. Yet they feel that 
they must maintain the present high and 
costly standards of modernization in or- 
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der to remain competitive in the export 
market, 


Swiss business considers the establish- 
ment of branches and_ subsidiaries 
abroad to be a means of. strengthening 
the home economy. In some cases pro- 
duction. has been transferred abroad to 
nfeet protectionist measures. In other 
cases, production costs or methods of 
distribution have been determining fac- 
tors. 


A complete picture of Swiss invest- 
ment abroad cannot be presented be- 
cause of the traditional Swiss reserve 
in matters of commercial interest, The 
case of the Brown-Boveri organization 
with 15,000 workers in Switzerland and 
45,000 abroad is well known, and many 
other Swiss firms have establishments 
or licensees in other countries, Recent 
developments include the inauguration 
of a Brown-Boveri subsidiary in Brazil, 
a licensing arrangement between 
Buhrle-Contraves. and Mitsubishi in 
Japan, and another licensing arrange- 
ment for the manufacture of a large 
Swiss rail welding machine in the United 
States. 

The machinery industry is largely self- 
financing. The years 1956 and 1957 saw 
a resort to the public markets for about 
40 million francs in share and bond capi- 
tal each year. 


Better Export Insurance Desired 


The machinery manufacturers have 
been pressing the Swiss Government 
for more adequate export risk insur- 
ance. The present insurance covers only 
about 70 percent of the manufacturer’s 
cost. This insurance covered 535 million 
francs of Swiss exports in 1956, 81 per- 
cent of it being machinery. The argu- 
ment of the Swiss exporter for improved 
protection holds that exports to under- 
developed countries involve a long-term 


“ments to the United States have in- 





risk too high to be borne by private jp, | 
dustry, pointing to the more extensive 
protection enjoyed by other European | 
exporters, | 


| 


Textile machinery is the most im. | 


rep 
for 
exp 
ma‘ 


arr’ 


portant of Swiss machinery exports, fol. | tié 
tag 


lowed closely by machine tools, both 
categories showing gains of about 19 
percent in 1956 and 1957. The next mogt 
important machinery exports ar 
dynamo-electric plants and transformers, 
and diesel engines, 

Important increases were also noted 
in 1957 in exports of food processing 
machinery, printing presses, and paper. | 
making, textile dyeing and finishing ma. | 
chines. Declines in export shipments of | 
hydraulic turbines and pumps and steam 
boilers are reported as offset by higher 
domestic sales. 


Exports to the United States Up 


One-third of Swiss machinery exports 
go to Germany, France, Italy, and Aus 
tria, another third to other European 
countries, and a third overseas. Ship 


creased greatly in recent years, from 47 
million francs in 1938 to 18 million in 
1948, 69.2 million in 1952, and 1435 
million in 1956. 

The major items in Swiss machine 
exports to the United States are ma- 
chine tools (jig-borers, tracer-controlled 
milling machines, gear grinding ma- 
chines), spinning and knitting machines, 
printing machines, and sewing machines. 
Swiss sources consider their success in 
selling in the United States as stemming 
from quality and from price considera- 
tions, plus the high standard of techni- 
cal services in support of sales, 


Machinery Imports Also Rise 


Concurrently with the increase in 
Swiss exports of machinery, imports 
into Switzerland of machinery have 
risen sharply in recent years, The ex 
planation of this development is found 
in the high levels of investment in that 
country, generating a demand for spe 
cialized types of machinery which cam 
not wholly be satisfied locally. The total 
volume of machinery, vehicles, and appa 
ratus imported in 1956 reached 192,00 
metric tons valued at 1,350 million 
francs, or about three-fourths as much 
as was exported in these categories. A 
large portion of these imports consisted 
of vehicles, particularly passenger cats. 
Even excluding vehicles and consumef 
goods, we still find Switzerland import- 
ing 110,000 metric tons of industrial 
machinery worth 621 million francs it 
1956, in large part machine tools, ga 
line engines, and miscellaneous spate 
parts. 

The United States supplied about 4 
sixth of this market, furnishing si 
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stantial quantities of a wide range of 
electrical apparatus, machine tools, and 
“industrial machinery such as cranes and 

rs. Germany is the leading com- 
petitor in supplying this Swiss market 
and competes strongly on a price basis. 
American products have an excellent 
reputation for quality, design, and per- 
formance but are in some cases rather 
expensive. Not infrequently American 
machines constructed under licensing 
arrangements in other European coun- 
tries can be purchased more advan- 
tageously. 

The Swiss machinery industry oper- 
ates without labor conflict under a 
“Peace Agreement” dating from 1937. 
Working hours were reduced in 1957 to 
47 hours per week as a step toward an 
eventual 44 hour per week. No general 
wage increases have been recently 
| granted but average wages paid rose 
about 4 percent in 1956 and 1957, or 
somewhat more than productivity, which 
js estimated to have increased at about 
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Swiss manufacturers maintain that 
international competition has made price 
increases impossible and that profits are 
down, The price index for exported ma- 
chinery was at 102.5 in October 1957 
(1950—100) while the wage index was 


chinery industries has been negligible, 
in part because of the relatively small 
size of the domestic Swiss market. 

For the longer run the Swiss industry 
is basically optimistic. Automation and 
nuclear power are seen as opening new 
and challenging fields where Swiss tra- 
ditions of expert workmanship and de- 
sign technique can play an important 
role. A new factor is the developing of 
the Common Market in Europe, While 
it seems doubtful that Switzerland will 
surrender the sovereignty necessary to 
participate in an economic integration 
plan of the,Common Market type, par- 
ticipation in the contemplated European 
Free Trade Area holds much attraction 
for Switzerland. 


U. S.. Expert 2... 


(Continued from page 21) 
lier although manufacturing activity 
was up by 2 percent. 

With the aid of numerous supporting 
statistical data including charts show- 
ing imports and domestic production, 
and consumption and exports of key 
imported materials such as petroleum, 
newsprint, copper, aluminum, lead, iron 
ore, rubber, building materials and un- 
manufactured wool, the article points 
out that imports of industrial materials 
have been influenced to a large extent 
by factors other than the current rate 
of consumption. Among these are shifts 
in the importance of imports and do- 
mestic production as sources of supply, 
changes in Government stockpile buy- 














~The Bureau of Foreign Commerce presents... 


a series of handbooks 
on investment fields, 
economic conditions, 
ogriculture, industry, 
taxation, finance, 
business methods, 
and trade 


In foreign countries 


Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 








at 127 and the wholesale price of metals 
was 136. Dividends, however, have been 
maintained. 
American investment in Swiss ma- 
Investment In 
Australia .............. $0.65 
Central America. 1.50 
Colombia .............. -65 
EL setenans pieeestetindie 1.25 
IIE -sihnethallieesesaneh 1.00 
Indonesia .............. 1.25 
Ee 1.00 
INO “ ciscecvsctevicoess 1.25 
SL aivcinovansesghe 1.00 f° 
Pakistan ................ 1.00 
Paraguay .............. 65 
RES ee 
Philippines ......... . 1.00 
Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland ........ 1.75 
South Africa ....... » ff 
Turkey .o.....ccceceees 1.25 
Venezuela ............ 1.25 
February 10, 1958 











ing, ups and downs in business inven- 
tory purchases, and Government agri- 
cultural price support measures and ad- 
ministrative actions affecting import 
quotas and tariffs. 


Whereas imports of petroleum, iron 
ore, hardwood plywood, and more re- 
cently of lead and zine have furnished 
a rising portion of the nation’s new sup- 
ply, imports of newsprint, aluminum, 
copper, rubber, and apparel wool have 
accounted for a diminishing portion of 
our tota] requirements. 


Trends in lumber and other imports of 
building materials (except hardwood 
plywood) have followed the movement 
of domestic residential construction. 


Changes during recent years in im- 
ports of tin, manganese, chrome ore, 
tungsten, industrial diamonds, and 
numerous other materials, the supply of 
which comes almost wholly or entirely 
from abroad, can be associated in large 
measure with fluctuations in Govern- 
ment stockpile purchases. 


The declrne in the quantity of per 
capita food imports, which in January- 
September 1957 were the lowest since 
1942, contrasts with the relative sta- 
bility in domestic per capita consump- 
tion of all foodstuffs combined. 

Imports of fish and alcoholic bev- 
erages have risen steadily since 1953; 
variations in sugar arrivals have been 
relatively minor, but coffee and- cocoa, 
which are particularly sensitive to price 
changes, have displayed large and irreg- 
ular fluctuations. 

Coffee consumption has _ recovered 
steadily since the break in coffee prices 
after the middle of 1954, and in 1957 
fell only 4 percent short of the 1949 
record. Per capita usage in 1957, how- 
ever, was 15 percent below the 1949 
rate. This development reflects greater 
economy in the use of regular coffee as 
well as the growing popularity of in- 
stant products which yield more liquid 
coffee than the same quantity of regular 
coffee. 

Notwithstanding the record rate of 
total cocoa consumption during 1957, 
imports were 7 percent lower than in 
1956. Although during the first three 
quarters of 1957 cocoa import unit prices 
remained near the relatively low level 
of 1956, spot prices have nearly doubled 
since March 1957. Hence in the second 
quarter of 1957 cocoa dealers and 
processors finally began to dip into in- 
ventories accumulated during 1953-56. 

Although a variety of items contrib- 
uted to the near doubling of imports of 
finished (nonfood) consumer goods from 
1953-57, imports of autos showed the 
most outstanding gains, particularly in 
1956-57. 

The Survey of Current Business is 
available from Field Offices of the De- 
partment of Commerce or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, VU. S, 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., at an annual subscription 
price of $4, including weekly supple- 
ments; single copy, 30 cents. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





British Firms Offer, Seek Licenses 


Proposals from five British firms wish- 
ing to enter into patent licensing ar- 
rangements may be of potential inter- 
est to U. S. engineering firms and manu- 
facturers of light-engineering products, 
machinery, surgical instruments, ana 
pharmaceutical products. 


Interested companies are invited to 
correspond with the firms at the ad- 
dresses given. Supplemental data are 
available. for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., as indicated by (*). 

e@ J. J. Farrow, director of the firm, 
Farrow Engineering Co., Ltd., Andover 
Road, Highclere, near Newbury, Berks, 
England, experimental and general en- 
gineers, wishes to enter into a patent 
licensing agreement with a U. S. engi- 
neering or other firm interested in form- 
ing a new company in the United States 
for the manufacture and exploitation of 
its high-speed screw-cutting invention 
under U. S. patent. 

The British firm reportedly has de- 
veloped the design and manufacture of 
a high-speed screw-cutting device for 
center lathes and a comb-jointing device 
for woodworkers’ saw benches, drill 
kits, etc. The company also seeks an 
agreement for the manufacture of 
similar attachments’ for British and 
other lathes. Designs or products re- 
quired by the investor will be supplied 
by the British firm.* 

@ Frenchay Products, Ltd., Station 
Road, Kingswood, Bristol, Gloucester- 
shire, manufacturer of precision parts 
for aircraft, electronic, and other indus- 
tries, seeks a licensing arrangement with 
a U. S. firm for the manufacture and 
distribution in the United Kingdom and 
other countries of machines, equipment, 
or products in the light-engineering 
field, for which its facilities are adapt- 
able. 

If suitable arrangements can be made, 
the firm also will be interested in ob- 
taining patents, processes, designs, draw- 
ings, and technical know-how of the par- 
ticular product to be manufactured. 
Frenchay offers to provide the necessary 
capital and machinery and/or special 
machinery if required, pay royalties on 
products manufactured, share profits, or 
some other arrangement satisfactory to 
the licensor. 

The firm’s newly constructed plant 
reportedly covers an area of approxi- 
mately 30,000 square feet, and adjoining 
land—up to 100,000 square feet—is 
available for further expansion if re- 
quired.* 

@ Constantine Microsteth Electronics, 
Ltd., 175 Piccadilly, London, W. 1, man- 
ufacturer of medical and surgical elec- 
tronie and other precision instruments, 
is interested in entering into a patent 
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licensing agreement with a U. S. firm 
for the manufacture in the United 
States of its newly developed electronic 
stethoscope employing transistors.* 


@ West Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd., 
Suite 15a, 82 Victoria Street, London, 
S. W. 1, manufacturer of ethical phar- 
maceutical products, seeks a licensing 
arrangement with a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture and distributton in the 
United Kingdom of similar or related 
lines. Use of the American brand name 
also is desired. 

The firm has facilities for laboratory 
research and quality control. West Phar- 
maceutical reportedly has its own pack- 
aging and dispatch plant. The factory, 
located in London, covers an area of 
25,000 feet. 

® Rose, Downs & Thompson, Ltd., 
Old Foundry Hull, Yorkshire, manufac- 
turer of plant for oil milling, solvent 
extraction, fish meal, animal feedtuffs, 
oil factory equipment, hydraulic presses, 
steel plate work, etc., wishes to expand 
operations and augment its present 
production facilities to.include an Amer- 
ican line of machinery for which its 
facilities are adaptable. If necessary, the 
firm will install additional equipment 
to cover special requirements. 

The firm is interested in concluding a 
licensing and/or working agreement 
with a U. S. company for the manufac- 
ture and distribution of the finished 
products in the United Kingdom. The 
firm seeks patents, processes, and tech- 
niques and in return offers royalty pay- 
ments. 

The plant, located in Hull, is said to 
be large, well equipped, and covers an 
area of approximately 4 acres.* 





Italian Pharmaceutic Firm 
Seeks Licensing Agreement 


A well-known Italian company, Spa- 
daro Ventura, S.p.A., established in 
1867 as a manufacturer, wholesaler, and 
retailer of chemical and pharmaceutical 
products, seeks a licensing agreement 
with a U. S. firm for the manufacture 
of an American line of medicinal and 
cosmetic products. 

The firm’s newly constructed plant, 
located in the industrial zone of Catania, 
is said to be modern and_ fully 
equipped for making its own pharma- 
ceutical products. The company - claims 
to have sufficient capital to further ex- 
pand its manufacturing and sales facili- 
ties if a suitable line of American prod- 
ucts is offered. 

A representative of the Italian firm 
will visit the United States for further 
negotiations should sufficient interest 
be shown in the proposal. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Spadaro Ventura S.p.A., 
Via Spadaro, 7, Catania, Sicily, Italy. 


es 


Australia Fish Industry 
Needs Investment 


‘The Government of Australia, taking 
steps to encourage an expansion of its 
fishing industry, has established a Figh. 
eries Development Trust Account 
(FDTA), designed to encourage private 
investment in this field. Participation by 
private U. S. capital is desired. 

It is understood that the best oppor. 
tunities lie in trawler fishing for de. 
mersal fish in the Australian Bight, 
where area surveys have already indi. 
cated the presence of rich untapped 
grounds. Opportunities also exist for 
expansion in the field of pelagic tuna 
fishing, in the canning of tuna, pil- 
chards, and anchovies, and in fish freez- 
ing. 

FDTA points out that Australia at 
present consumes more fish than is pro- 
duced locally, imports supplying roughly 
50 percent of the fishery products con. 
sumed. Distribution of fresh fish is ham- 
pered by inadequate freezing, storing, 
and transport facilities; however, efforts 
are being made to overcome these prob- 
lems. 

Investment in the form of seagoing 
equipment, suitably refrigerated and ca- 
pable of moving from area to area fol- 
lowing the occurrences of the fish, is 
particularly desirable as well as being 
a prerequisite for further development 
of on-shore operations, according to the 
FDTA. 

Supplemental data concerning the 
Australian fishing industry and the op- 
portunities which it presents for private 
investment are available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Firm in France Wants 
Working Agreement 


A working agreement is sought by 
the French firm, Laboratoire d 
l'Ouest, of Loudun, for the final proces- 
sing, packaging, and distribution in 
France and other European countries 
of U. S. manufactured perfume, toilet 
preparations, articles, and supplies for 
beauty shops, etc., or food products 
such as baby foods, in small packages. 

The company, engaged in producing 
pharmaceutical specialties since 188i, 
is interested in expanding its operations 
and developing new lines of products. 
The Loudun firm reportedly has ade 
quate facilities in its plant for the type 
of processing and packaging operation 
which it proposes. 

Interested firms are invited to cor 
respond, in French and Spanish, with 
Jean Mannet, manager and ownel, 
Laboratoires de L’Ouest, Loudul, 
Vienne, France. 
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hel Ractameent for 
Sale in England 


A hotel and restaurant, located 
in Woodstock, 6 miles from Ox- 
ford, England, is offered for sale 
by the owner to a U. S. firm or 
chain interested in the develop- 
ment of tourist accommodations 
in the United Kingdom. 

The building, said to be of 16th 
“century design, reportedly is in 
good condition. The hotel contains 
10 bedrooms and 5 baths. Accord- 
ing to the owner, several of the 
rooms can be combined to form 
two separate apartments, if de- 
sired. 

The hotel site is 32 miles from 
Stratford-on-Avon and 3 miles 
from the famous Blenheim Pal- 
ace. 
Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Mrs. G. M. Bar- 
rett, the Dorchester Hotel and 
Restaurant, Market Street, Wood- 
stock, Oxfordshire, England. 











-ltalian Chemical 
Plant for Sale 


Stabilimenti Italiani Gavarry, manu- 
facturer of industrial soaps and auxil- 
iary chemical products for the textile 
industry, wishes to interest a U. S¥firm 
in the purchase of its plant in Northern 
Italy. 

Although the firm is interested pri- 
marily in selling the plant outright, 
Stabilimenti will be interested in ob- 
taining manufacturing rights from the 
U. S. company for the manufacture of 
chemical products for metal-drawing 
mills or similar products in other fields. 
The American firm will be expected to 
supply technical assistance for the 
initial production. 

The plant—located in Albisola Capo, a 
coastal town on the western Riviera, 
near the City of Savona—consists of 4 
large buildings covering an area of ap- 
proximately 27,500 square yards and is 
said to be modern and well equipped, in- 
cluding an electric transforming plant 
and steam station. An artesian well for 
am independent supply of water is now 
under construction. 

Further details concerning this pro- 
posal are available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
te invited to correspond with Stabili- 
Menti Italiami Gavarry, Frazione Capo, 
Albisola Superiore, Savona, Italy. 
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Iraqi Candymakers 
Plan New Factory 


An Iraqi group, composed of three 
candy manufacturers, is seeking U. S. 
capital, machinery, and technical and 
managerial know-how for the establish- 
ment of a modern candy and cookie 
factory in Baghdad. 

Approximately US$560,000 is required 
for the enterprise. The Ira#yi group will 
supply a portion of the capital, labor, 
raw materials, and perform other local 
services, The investment capital will be 
utilized to purchase the building site, 
machinery, and equipment, The investor 
is offered a 45-percent share of capital 
stock in the new company; however, the 
final agreement is open to negotiation. 

The local group presently produces— 
by hand and/or machinery—toffee, 
caramels, fruit drops, etc., and reported- 
ly has had many years of experience in 
the manufacture of sweets of all kinds. 

The new enterprise is expected to 
produce at Jeast 10 metric tons of candy 
and 4 metric tons of cookies (English 
biscuits) daily. Considerable demand 
reportedly exists for candy and biscuits 
of improved quality, principally for 
domestic use. Annual consumption is 
estimated at 10,000 metric tons of sugar 
confections and 5,000 metric tons of 
biscuits. Products proposed for manu- 
facture are intended to replace a part 
of present imports. 

A brief outline of the proposal is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 23, 
D. C. Interested firms also are invited 
to correspond with Abdul Amir Abdul 
Karim Shakarchi, Middle East Confec- 
tionery Factory, Baghdad, Iraq. 





Concern in Canada Wants 
U. S. Pharmaceutical Line 


The Canadian firm, Charles C. Cum- 
mings, Ltd., established in 1956 as a 
manufacturer of tablets, ointments, elix- 
irs, etc., and as a custom packager, 
wishes to conclude a working agree- 
ment with U. S.. firms interested in 
utilizing the facilities offered by its 
plant for the manufacture in Canada 
of pharmaceutical or drug products. 


The company, presently manufactur- 
ing private formula for many Canadian 
pharmaceutical houses, is said to be ex- 
perienced in the packaging and distri- 
bution of pharmaceutical supplies. 

U. S. firms interested in entering the 
Canadian market in the pharmaceutical 
or drug lines are invited to correspond 
with J. M. Cook, president of Charles 
C. Cummings, Ltd., 2-8 Queen Eliza- 
beth Blvd., Toronto 14, Ontario, Canada. 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Whaleskin Test Plant 
Planned in Austria 


U. S. capital investment is sought by 
Dr. Techn. Walther Siegmund for the 
establishment of a testing plant in 
Austria for the utilization of whaleskin 
for industrial purposes. The project re- 
portedly has the approval of several 
Austrian Government agencies. 


Dr. Siegmund, civil engineer for chem- 
istry at the skin fiber catgut factory, 
Carnesia AG, in Villach, claims to have 
developed a method of utilizing a basic 
material disregarded thus far—whale- 
skin—which can be applied to a num- 
ber of industries throughout the world. 
He is primarily interested in improving . 
production methods by experiments for 
the industrial utilization of whale fat. 
Dr. Sigmund indicates that his method, 
based on scientific experience, increases 
blubber output 30 to 40. percent. 

The chemical process can be carried 
out directly on the whaleboat and re- 
quires neither equipment nor expendi- 
ture. The blubber reportedly is deodor- 
ized in one operation and prepared for 
immediate human consumption and 
processing. The degreased raw material, 
according to. Dr. Siegmund, is a basic 
substance for the development of sev- 
eral interesting products. The investor 
is offered priority rights on the specific 
production procedures. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Walter Siegmund, Dr. 
Techn., Civil Engineer for Chemistry, 
Gas and Firing Practice, Carnesia AG, 
Peraustrasse 23, Villach, Austria. 


South African Manufacturer 
Offers Ashtray License 


A South African manufacturer and 
inventor, Rookee Manufacturers (Pty) 
Ltd., wishes to license a U. S. firm for 
the manufacture and sale of its inven- 
tion, a four-in-one cluster ashtray. The 
firm holds South African Patent No. 
21294. 

The ashtray, according to the firm, 
has several unique features, including 
a combination of four individual trays 
in one master tray; it quickly and safely 
extinguishes cigarettes and contains a 
simple but functional nontippable chair- 
side pedestal. The ashtrays reportedly 
can be made in glazed ceramics, ex- 
truded metals, or new plastic materials. 

Two photographs of the invention are 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau’ of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms also are invited 
to correspond with Rookee Manufac- 





turers (Pty) Ltd, P. O. Box 125, 
Benoni,. Transvaal, Union of South 
Africa. 
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BFC Issues Report on... 





Establishing a Business in Australia 


This new publication issued by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
in the World Trade Information Service describes conditions affecting 
the establishment and maintenance of a business in Australia—Govern- 
ment policy on investment, land tenure, entry and repatriation of cap- 
ital, tariff policy, business organization, patent licensing, mining laws, 
regulations affecting employment, taxation, and factory sites and de- 


centralization. 

The report observes that: “Firmly 
based in the Anglo-Saxon traditions of 
justice, due process of law, and civic 
responsibility of the individual within 
the framework of a democratic society, 
Australian institutions are only in a 
few respects dissimilar to those in the 
United States.” 

This publication supersedes Estab- 
lishing a Business in Australia, World 
Trade Information Service, part 1, No. 
55-21, published in March 1955. It up- 
dates some of the information in In- 
vestment in Australia, issued by the 
Department of Commerce in January 
1957 in its series of handbooks on in- 
vestment conditions abroad. 


[] Establishing a Business In Aus- 
tralia. WTIS, part 1, No. 57-84. 16 
pp. 10 cents. 


Other WTIS Reports 
Published 


[_] Licensing and Exchange Controls 
. ++ Sweden. WTI/S, part 2, No. 58-1. 
4 pp. 10 cents. 


. This report, which supersedes WTIS, 
part 2, No. 55-82, issued in June 1955, 
discusses the current licensing and ex- 
change control requirements to be met 
in sending goods into or out of Sweden. 
It also summarizes United States ex- 
port, import, and other controls. 

The report states that, since October 
1, 1954, when the Swedish Government 
removed import license requirements 
for a large number of commodities 
Originating in the dollar area, many 
more products have been added to the 
dollar import free list “until today a 
high percentage of important Ameri- 
can export commodities may enter 
Sweden freely.” 


[] Import Tariff System of Angola. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 58-2, 2 pp. 10 cents. 


Gives the bases of Angola’s import 
duties, custom surtaxes, sales and other 
internal taxes, and shipping document 
requirements and fees, as well as im- 
port licensing requirements. 
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[] Preparing Shipments to Angola. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 58-3. 8 pp. 10 cents. 


Describes documentary requirements, 
labeling, marking and packing, entry, 
transit and warehousing regulations 
governing shipments to Angola. Sepa- 
rate sections give information on cus- 


toms procedures and provisions for 
entry of samples and advertising 
matter. 


[] Import Tariff System of Brazil. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 58-5. 2 pp. 10 cents. 


Describes import tariff of Brazil by 
units of currency, weight, measure; 
bases of duties; both specific and ad 
valorem; preferential duties; method of 
payment of duty; customs surtaxes; 
sales and similar internal taxes; con- 
sular fees; penalties; and trade restric- 
tions. 


_] Civil Aviation In the Republic of 
Viet-Nam. WTIS, part 4, No. 57-16. 
8 pp. 1 map, 3 tables. 20 cents. 


Contains thorough description of air 
transportation in the Republic of Viet- 
Nam, by role of Government in admin- 
istration of civil aviation, air transpor- 
tation services by national and foreign 
air carriers, airports and airways by 
quality and location, civil aviation, and 
the potential for civil aviation. Con- 
cludes by predicting “a gradual in- 
crease in air transportation.” 

(No. 57-16 is the final report to be 
published in WTIS, Part 4, Utilities 
Abroad. Subsequent reports on trans- 
portation, as well as on other utilities, 
are being issued in WTIS, Part 1, 
Economic Reports.) 


WTIS Available 
On Subscription 


Subscribers to parts 1, 2, and 8 of 
the World Trade Information Service 
maintained by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce receive the kinds of informa- 
tion listed below. 

See Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan- 
uary 20, 1958, pages S1-S18 for a com- 
plete list of WTIS reports of current 
value published from November 1954 
through December 1957. This issue also 


—e 


lists comprehensive books, pamphlets 
and periodicals published by the Bu. 
reau of Foreign Commerce. 


L] Part 1, Economic Reports. $6, | 


year ($8.50 to foreign address), 


Information, by country, such ag an. 
nual reviews of developments in eco. 
nomic sectors; reports presenting basi 
data on the economy; publications dea}. 
ing with establishing businesses abroad; 
foreign laws and regulations affecting 
trade and investment; reports on trans. 
portation and transport facilities ang 
on other utilities. 


[] Part 2, Operations Reports, $6 
a year ($8.50 to foreign address), 


Reports, by country, on preparing 
shipments; licensing and exchange con- 
trols; marking and labeling require. 
ments; pharmaceutical regulations; na. 
ture of import tariff system; patent and 
trademark regulations; living costs and 
conditions; other operational informa. 
tion. 


C] Part 3, Statistical Reports. $64 
year ($7.50 to foreign address), 


Foreign trade of the particular coun. 
try (annual); monthly data on total 
export and import trade of the United 
States; trade of the United States with 
about 10 major countries or areas (in- 
dividual annual reports); miscellane- 
ous statistical data, 


—? 





This checklist page may be used 
as an order form by marking the 
items wanted and mailing to the 
nearest U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Office or to the Su- 
perintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Enclose check or money order 
payable fo the Superintendent of 
Documents, and fill in the lines 
below. 


"(Street Address) 
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‘FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Firms in Textile Field 
Invited to Oporto Show 


The International Textiles Exhibition 
scheduled at the Palace of Sports, Opor- 
to, Portugal, July 19-August 10, will be 
the first fair of its kind ever held in 
this city, the U. S. Consulate at Oporte 
reports. 

Oporto Industrial Association, sponsor 
of this event, invites the participation 
of American manufacturers of textile 
machinery, chemicals, and other prod- 
ucts used by and related to the textile 
industries. Only 25 percent of the dis- 
play space has been reserved for Portu- 
guese exhibitors. 

In addition to machinery, finjshed tex- 
tiles, chemicals and similar materials, 
it is expected that exhibits at the fair 
will feature products, services, and tech- 


niques that provide for better utilization 
of natural and artificial fibers. 


Conferences Also Planned 


Technical sessions and open-forum 
conferences of textile specialists are 
planned in conjunction with the exhibi- 
tion to facilitate exchange of knowledge 
and the transaction of business between 
local and foreign participants. 

Facilities for the exhibition afford 
some 15,400 square meters of covered 
display space, in addition to a large out- 
door area. Rates for exhibit space, to 
include electric and water services, 
range from 300 escudos to 3,500 escudos 
a square meter (1 escudo=US$0.035), 
the prices varying with the type of dis- 
play facility desired. A registration fee 


, of 500 or 1,000 escudos, depending upon 


the elass of space to be occupied, is re- 
quired by the exhibitor. Electric power 
is 220/380 volts, 3-phase, 50-cycle. 
Applications for space should be filed 
before March 31 with the sponsors, As- 
soctiacao Industrial Portuense, Rua de 
Mousinho da Silveira 228, Oporto, Por- 
tugal. 


The 42d annual Swiss Sadustric’ Fair 
will be held at Basel, Switzerland, April 
12-22. As in the past, this event will be 
a exclusively national show in which 
no foreign exhibits are admitted. 


U. S. businessmen visiting the fair 
Who present an official identity card 
will be issued a badge which, used in 
conjunction with their passport, will 
entitle them to free admission to all 
exhibit sections for the entire duration 
of the fair. Identity cards may be ob- 

from any Swiss diplomatic or 
consular office in the United States or 





‘ftom the Swiss National Tourist Of- 


fte at New York City or San Fran- 
tisto—U, S. Consulate, Basel. 


February 10, 1958 


Turin Holds Technical Exposition 


The Seventh International Technical Exposition held at Turin, 
Italy, September 26-October 6, primarily a technical show, gave em- 
phasis to technical products of the metallurgical and mechancial in- 


dustries. 


As one of the two international exhibits held annually in Turin, 
this event ranks among the major Italian specialized trade exhibitions. 


Total attendance at the 1ll-day show 
was estimated at 350,000, of which 
some 95 percent represented paid ad- 
missions, according to the fair spon- 
sors. 

Products of some 90 American man- 
ufacturers were among the foreign 
equipment shown by 410 exhibitors rep- 
resenting non-Italian producers of 18 
countries. In all, a total of 1,493 ex- 
hibitors participated, of which 1,116 
were manufacturers and 333 were com- 
mercial representatives; the remainder 
consisted of miscellaneous exhibits. 


Fair Sales Considered Good 


Inquiries made of the Italian agents 
of 12 of the Amercian firms whose 
products were displayed revealed that 
these exhibitors considered the fair a 
commercial success. It was generally 
agreed that this exhibition is one of 
the best in Italy at which to show light 
and heavy machinery. 


Representatives of American sup- 
pliers were allowed by the Italian Min- 
istry of Foreign Trade to import ma- 
chinery and equipment to a total value 
of $100,000 for purposes of display at 
the exhibition. These products could be 
and were sold after the close of the 
fair, and several agents stated that 
sales would have been greater had they 
been permitted to import more under 
the special allocation. 

Organizers of the fair estimate total 
sales at 3 billion lire, or US$4.8 mil- 
lion. Local observers, however, consider 
this figure as somewhat optimistic. 


FIAT Display Unique 


One of the most interesting exhibits 
at the fair was an automatic spare- 
parts storage system, manufactured by 
FIAT, which was demonstrated in ac- 
tual operation in the main hall. This 
unique installation consists of an ele- 
vator operating between metal walls 
which are five levels high and in which 
are located several hundred storage 
bins containing thousands of spare 
parts. The elevator moves vertically and 
horizontally giving the operator ready 
access to any of the materials stored. 

Other exhibits featured products of 
of the world’s principal manufacturers 
of machine tools, metalworking equip- 
ment, and heavy production machinery; 
special sections were devoted to dis- 
plays of plastic products and to mo 
tion-picture production and projection. 

(Continued on page 29) 








Cologne Spring Fair 
To Have 3 Sections 


The 1958 International Spring Fair 
at Cologne, Germany, is being presented 
in three sections: The Furniture Fair, 
February 7-11; the Household Goods and 
Hardware Fair, February 28-March 3; 
and the Textile and Clothing Fair, 
March 9-10. 

All three events will be managed by 
the Fair and Exhibition Co., Cologne, 
and will be restricted to the trade. 

The Furniture Fair, which is held 
every second year in connection with 
the Cologne spring exhibition, will at- 
tract an expected total of 770 exhibi- 
tors, of whom some 160 will represent 
16 foreign countries. All types of furni- 
ture and furnishings, traditional and 
modern, will be exhibited. In addition, 
collective displays will be arranged by 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Fin- 
land, France, Italy, Rumania, Sweden, 
and Yugoslavia. 

At the Household Goods and Hard- 
ware Fair, according to the manage- 
ment’s advance reports, approximately 
1,300 enterprises, including 120 firms 
from 14 foreign countries, will exhibit 
a large variety of household and hard- 
ware articles, with special emphasis on 
heating and cooking appliances, oil 
stoves and burners. 

The spring event of last year at- 
tracted 1,150 exhibitors, of which 107 
were foreign, and 60,000 trade visitors, 
including 12,000 foreign businessmen. 

More than 400 concerns are expected 
to participate in the Textile and Cloth- 
ing Fair this spring. Exhibits will com- 
prise all types- of textile and ¢lothing 
articles, as well as related goods. 

Of special interest will be the collec- 
tive show arranged by the British 
Hosiery and Knitwear Export Group in 
which 40 to 50 firms will participate. 
Other collective displays will be mount- 
ed by Czechoslovakia and possibly Ire- 
land. 

The Textile and Clothing Fair last 
spring drew a trade attendance of 27,- 
000, some 1,500 of which were foreign 


visitors.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Duesseldorf, 
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TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 





Large Power Plant To Be Built 
In State of Sao Paulo, Brazil 


An 85,000-kilowatt power project is to be undertaken at Jurumirin 
on the Paranapanema River in the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil, to in- 
crease the power supply in the south-central part of that country. 

The project and associated transmission lines will be financed in part 
by a $13.4 million World Bank loan made to Usinas Eletricas do Parana- 


panema S. A. (USELPA), a company or- 
ganized by that State in 1953. The same 
company in December 1953 received a 
$10 million loan from the World Bank to 
help finance the 68,000-kilowatt Salto 
Grande power project, which is com- 
ing into operation this year. These two 
plants are the first of a series of elec- 
tric power plants planned by the com- 
pany for development of the power po- 
tential of the Paranapanema River, 
total capacity of which is estimated at 
more than 1 million kilowatts. 

The Jurumirim project consists of 
construction of a 179-foot dam; a pow- 
erhouse with an installed capacity of 
85,000 kilowatts; a transformer station 
and switchyard; and two transmission 
lines, 1 of which will be 172 miles long 
to interconnect with the system serv- 
ing the city of Sao Paulo, and the other 
17.5 miles, to connect with the Salto 
Grande plant. The dam will create a 
reservoir of very large capacity, to 
cover 5.67 million acre-feet, the effect 
of which upstream from the Salto 
Grande plant will be to increase that 
plant’s average yearly power output 
by about 18 percent. 

USELPA will sell the power produced 
at its plants to five private utilities 
serving @ large area of the State of Sao 
Paulo and to the electrified Sorocabana 
Railroad. 

The railroad, one of the principal 
freight links between the agricultural 
area inland and the industrial center 
of Sao Paulo, transports export crops 
to the city and thence to the Port of 
Santos. It also affords a means of 
transport for equipment, supplies, and 
manufactured goods to the producing 
region. 

Any surplus of power over the needs 
of the utilities and the railroad will be 
utilized by the Sao Paulo light system, 
which supplies power to the city of Sao 
Paulo. Power demand in the Sao 
Paulo region is such that even after 
USELPA’s power is absorbed there will 
still be a considerable deficit. 

The Jurumirim project will be built 
by the Brazilian company Servix En- 
genharia Limitada, which is also con- 
structing Salto Grande. Work on the 
project began in May 1956 and thus 
far has consisted mainly of geological 
surveys and the building of preliminary 
works, access roads, office buildings, 
and living quarters. According to the 
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present schedule, the first generating 
unit will be in operation by the end of 
1960 and the project will be completed 
by the end of April 1961. 


90-Mile Truck Road 
Planned in Sikkim 


A road that can be used by trucks is 
scheduled to be constructed from Gang- 
tok to Lachen in northern Sikkim, a 
distance of 90 miles, according to the 
Indian press. 


The road will pass through 14 vil- 
lages and over 12 large bridges that 
will be constructed. It will follow the 
pattern of the present Gangtok-Tibet 
road and is expected to improve trade 
between Lachen and Lachung, in north- 
ern Sikkim, and the rest of the State 
and to open the northern part of that 
Indian Protectorate to tourist traffic. 

Surveying and aligning of the road 
have already begun under supervision 
of the Executive Engineer of the Gov- 
ernment of India’s Central Public 
Works Department. The road is ex- 
pected to be completed within 6 years 
at a cost of 50 million rupees, the equiv- 
alent of US$10.5 million—U. S. Con- 
sulate, Calcutta. 








Mexican Railways To Buy 
Equipment in U. S. 


The sale of railway equipment 
to National Railways of Mexico by 
U. S. suppliers is to be financed 
by an Export-Import Bank credit 
of $28.6 million granted the Mex- 
ican Government, the Bank has 
announced. 

Orders to U. S. suppliers are 
expected in the amount of $13.55 
million for 48 diesel locomotives, 
122 hopper cars, 500 boxcars, and 
shop equipment; $13.7 million for 
track materials and equipment; 
and $1.1 million for communica- 
tions, signaling, and yard-lighting 
equipment. 

The credit will further help Na- 
tional Railways to rehabilitate its 
system, 











Irish Airline To Open 
Transatlantic Service 


Operating arrangements have been 
completed between the Irish airling 
Aerlinte Teo. and Seaboard & Wester 
Airlines, Inc., for inauguration of_, 
transatlantic air service in the spring 
utilizing aircraft to be chartered by 
Aerlinte from Seaboard & Western. 

Daily service igs expected in the tour. 
ist season, to be reduced to three round. 
trip flights a week in the remainder of 
the year. The service will connect New 
York with Shannon Airport, and ar- 
rangements are expected to be made for 
rechartering the Aerlinte planes to Aer 
Lingus to provide a connecting service 
between Shannon and Dublin Airports, 

The decision to initiate the service in 
1958 takes into account the expected 
expansion of transatlantic air traffic 
this year following the introduction of 
new economy fares. Aerlinte’s service 
will be of the economy class. 


Arrangements with Seaboard & West- 
ern involve an investment by that com- 
pany in Aerlinte’s share capital to an 
extent which will give it a minority 
shareholding interest in the company. 
The majority of the Aerlinte shares will 
continue to be held by Aer Rianta 
which is also the principal shareholder 
in Aer Lingus. No additional capital in- 
vestment by the Exchequer is contem- 
plated. 

It is estimated that the Aerlinte servy- 
ice can achieve the same average year- 
round utilization of seats as has been 
experienced by all companies operating 
on transatlantic routes and that on 
that basis it will operate profitably. 

The existing Civil Aeronautics Board 
operating permit is for a 2-year period, 
and profitable operation is expected to 
be established in that period. When that 
stage has been reached the future 
method of operating: the service will be 
considered.—U. S. Embassy, Dublin. 

Kobe’s No. 4 drydock extension has 
been completed and will now accom 
modate vessels up to 50,000 gross tons 
or 65,000 deadweight tons. 

The drydock, one of the largest in 
Japan and the Far East—836.4 feet in 
length, 121.3 feet breadth, and 25.5 feet 
draft—will be utilized primarily for ship 
repairs. With the installation of addi- 
tional and heavier cranes, it could also 
be utilized for construction of 65,000 
deadweight ton tankers or ore carriers. 
—U. S. Consulate General, Kobe-Osaka 

Indian cotton exports in August-July 
1956-57 were estimated at 250,000 bales, 
down sharply from 552,000 bales in 
1955-56, but somewhat above the 207,00 
bales exported in 1954-55, according # 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





“World Production, 
Use of Rubber Off 


World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 155,000 long tons in No- 
yember 1957, compared with 170,000 
tons in November 1956, according to 
the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 
Output in the first 11 months of this 
was estimated at ‘1,722,500 tons 
t 1,700,000 tons in the corre- 
sponding period a year ago. 
World consumption of natural rub- 
ber was placed at 152,500 tons in No- 
vember 1957, compared with 165,000 
tons in November 1956. In the first 11 
months of 1957, consumption was l1,- 
tons, and in the like period of 
1956, 1,742,500 tons. Estimated imports 
into Russia and communist China in- 
cluded in these figures totaled 14,500 
tons in November 1957; 27,350 tons in 
November 1956; 176,250 tons in Jan- 
uary-November 1957; and 191,000 tons 
in January-November 1956. 


World synthetic-rubber production, 
excluding iron-curtain countries, was 
estimated at 117,500 tons for November 
1957 and consumption at 105,000 tons. 
In November 1956, output was 94,648 
tons and consumption 95,000 tons. In 
the first 11 months of this year, pro- 
duction totaled 1,145,000 tons and con- 
sumption 1,167,500 tons, while in this 
period of 1956 the figures were 1,105,834 
tons, and 1,037,500 tons, respectively. 
World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 2.9 million tons 
in the first 11 months of 1957, compared 
with 2,780,000 tons in the period of 
1956. Consumption in the United States 
increased 3.3 percent—to 1,362,866 tons 
from 1,319,092 tons—while consumption 
in foreign countries, excluding Russia 
and China, rose 7.1 percent—to 1,360,- 
84 from 1,269,908 tons. 


Turin Holds . . . 


(Continued from page 27) 
For the second year, a special exhibit 
ot Italian inventions presented 150 new 
items and ideas, 8 of which received 
awards on being judged the most 





Copies of the official catalog of the 
%57 International Technical Exposi- 
tion are available on loan from the 

Development Division, Bureau of 
Commerce, U. S. Department 

Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
and from the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices located at Boston, Chicago, 
Dallas, Los Angeles, New Orleans, San 

, and Seattle. 
| <The Eighth International Technical 
is scheduled tentatively at 

in, September 25-October 5, 1958.— 
US. Consulate, Turin, 
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Japan To Raise Pig-lron Output: 


Japanese pig-iron production will be increased through assistance 
of a World Bank loan equivalent to $8 million to assist Kawasaki Steel 
Corp. of Japan, the Bank has announced. 

Kawasaki is expanding blast furnace facilities at its Chiba plant 
near Tokyo to increase the capacity to produce pig iron from 324,000 
to 684,000 tons a year. The works to be undertaken will improve the 
effciency of steel production and reduce the cost. 


The loan was made to the Japan De- 
velopment Bank, a Government agency 
which supplies long-term credit for in- 
dustrial development in Japan, and the 
one through which several private com- 
panies have borrowed from the World 
Bank on previous occasions. 

Kawasaki is one of Japan’s leading 
steel manufacturers with the larger part 
of its production concentrated on steel 
sheets and plates. It is now engaged in 
constructing finishing facilities at its 
Chiba plant which will make it a fully 
integrated producer and one of the most 
modern and efficient in Japan. A Bank 
loan of $20 million made in December 
1956 is being used for this purpose and 
is financing the construction of hot- and 
cold-strip mills and related facilities, 
with an annual capacity of about 390,000 
tons of hot strip, and about 300,000 tons 
of cold strip. These mills are expected to 


go into operation by August 1958, nearly 
8 months ahead of the original schedule. 


Second Blast Furnace, 


60 Coke Ovens Planned 


New construction to be undertaken 
at Chiba with the help of the latest loan 
will consist of a second blast furnace 
with a capacity of 1,000 tons of pig iron 
a day, together with a battery of 60 
coke ovens and related facilities. Most 
of these works will be finished by the 
end of 1958 and the remainder early in 
1959. Total cost is estimated at the 
equivalent of $20 million; the Bank’s 
loan will finance about 40 percent of 
this total, 


The Kawasaki project is part of an ex- 
pansion being undertaken by the entire 
Japanese steel industry to increase blast 
furnace capacity in order to reduce de- 
pendence on imported scrap. Increased 
domestic supplies of pig iron should re- 
duce fluctuation in the cost of steel pro- 
duction and lessen the difficulties which 
have occurred from time to time in ob- 
taining necessary raw materials. Apart 
from reducing Kawasaki’s dependence 
on imported scrap, the increase in pro- 
duction of molten iron will raise the ef- 
fective capacity of the company’s steel 
furnaces thus making possible the pro- 
duction of more finished goods without 
any further investment in steel-making 
equipment. 





Netherlands To Have 
New Rubber Plant 


Plans have been completed for con- 
struction at Arnhem, Netherlands, of 
a plant to produce synthetic rubber of 
the types known as butadrine-styrene 
latex, high styrene reinforted polymer 
and hycar nitrile latex. 

The Arnhem plant is scheduled to 
begin operations in late 1959 and will 
produce only the basic raw materials 
for manufacture of rubber goods. These 
materials will be in the form of flakes 
and latex for special types of rubber. 
At present none is intended for the 
manufacture of automobile tires. 


The plant, a joint enterprise of the 
Netherlands combine known as AKU 
(Algemene Kunstzijde Unie), one of 
the largest producers in Europe of arti- 
ficial and synthetic fibers, and the 
Chemical Division of the B. F. Good- 
rich Chemical Co. of Ohio, will be es- 
tablished with its own facilities. Con- 
struction will be under the supervision 
of AKU on a site immediately adjacent 
to the AKU rayon plant at Arnhem. 
The planned volume of production has 
not been divulged. The new plant, first 
venture of AKU into the synthetic rub- 
ber field, will rely heavily upon the 
American company for engineering and 
production know-how. 

Installation of the new plant, to- 
gether with a similar project planned 
by Shell at Pernis, is expected to aid 
in lessening adjustments in the Nether- 
lands economy which may result from 
the Indonesian crisis affecting the sup- 
ply of crude rubber.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Amsterdam. * ; 





Bauxite Survey Favorable 


Encouraging results of preliminary 
surveys of areas believed to contain 
bauxite deposits in Freneh Sudan, 
French West Africa, in 1957 prompted 
the Societe Pechiney to apply to the 
French Sudan authorities for 138 per- 
mits to explore these bauxite deposits. 

Permits were requested for the regions 
of Bamako, Koulikoro, Kita, and Ke- 
nieba. 
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_ U.S. Coffee Market Shows Upturn 


Coffee imports into the United States 
in November 1957 amounted to 281-mil- 
lion pounds, an increase of 55 percent 
over the 182-million pounds imported 
in November 1956. Increased imports of 
eoffee in the past 2 months marked a 
definite upturn in the U, S. market as 
price declines, which started in August, 
showed their effect on demand. 

The average import value of coffee 
in November was 46.9 cents, slightly 
higher than the 46.4 cents in October, 


but 9 percent under the average import 
value of 51.1 cents a pound for the first 
9 months of 1957. Average import value 
for the first 9 months of 1956 was 51 
cents a pound. 


Imports in the first 9 months of 1957 
were 12 percent under those in the first 
9 months of 1956. The import increase 
in October and November brought total 
imports for the 11 months of 1957 to 
within 5.4 percent of the figure for the 
corresponding period of 1956. 


U. S. Imports of Green Coffee by Country of Origin 
{In 1,000 pounds] 























































— iy November January-November Year 
Country of origin 1957 1956 1957! 1956" 1956! 
North America ss 50,363 29,733 432,367 420,145 472,252 
Mexico _......... 10,667 ~ 4,040 145,061 127,022 ‘137,747 
Guatemala 18,437 16,289 88,862 87,313 iorver 
British H ates Smokes 45 38 38 
El Salvad6r 1,885 2,287 84,801 66,634 79,839 
Honduras 137 225 15,439 18,138 18,483 
Nicaragua 364 —. 28,878 26,529 27,559 
Costa Rica ........... 1,47 1,680 19,228 7,923 10,604 
Panama, Rep. of aie 13 : 
Canal Zone ........... a cleus 71 240 
gt ee tc ie a 642 11,064 26,136 26,422 
SO, sidespccnsaninibiipinoncktnigepeocccsonstinnensdeeinensdviink 192 427 497 497 
i Aine. itis <TR So pe aa al 529 6.933 * 10,990 11,272 
Dominican Republic 3,839 29,178 47,417 50,643 
Trinidad and Tobago 10 2,438 920 922 
Neth. Ant. (Curacao) —-- 214 214 
Bouth America... ..186, 807 124,694 1,635,704 1,850,961 1,993,369 
III Sebi ik densa pnecdliitinbiahinecctibeilninahesteeentse 57,740 35,402 495,934 558,755 602,743 
IID Li eeesihchistneametiglticsceeenstbciivtdndabtiontncotanities 3,373 2,738 43,975 37,490 41,543 
SEL | giitsdukgllctansicscacicntlbvennticdenttibcssicdveenvinbickeks —— —-. 72 59 59 
Ecuador 3,910 38,134 27,43 28,980 
Peru 1,242 11,223 8, 9,579 
Bolivia —- 130 55 55 
Brazil . 81,402 1,046,235 1,218,559 1,310,410 
PL SA cs FS ares: ae — — 1 — —- 
SEN Cis ecaeakeealcmthcdeids talinsecashissidinictduitbencs edatbesavicheresnaiet 1,184 1,974 18,300 18,350 14,497 
Es ETS E.R 561 —- 570 214 214 
Arabia Peninsula States ...00.00..00.......05 34 173 4,846 6,630 6,948 
Aden alk — — 177 397 397 
112 od 188 —— —- 
Malaya —- -——- 598 154 198 
i a RE EE SE. TEE RE IN 477 1,778 11,726 5,546 6,309 
oo. ge” pe CS = 23 195 409 431 
FR RR aS RES oo RIS SS 43,060 25,311 364,632 305,171 $29,565 
Cameroun .......... a cachinin -——- = 301 1,683 1,683 
French uatorial Africa —-— += 332 —- —- 
French >» Afview ....... 2,830 3,463 32,521 49,444 50,021 
IIS |» wichaihinheiensimmtinteestnts ——-- _———— 45 312 312 
Ray Bier BOs 7 RT Sis ae —- — 291 224 224 
OS aR Ee eee — — 4.748 1,683 1,683 
CS Re te ated ee 11,246 11,849 88,019 90,266 102,479 
eee 213 288 2,544 2,424 2,479 
Liberia setchsheseeneg tidilidinltcthibienceliiinhaliipritgasiion —- —_—— 105 289 289 
Belgian Congo 7,710 3,716 62,425 50,084 51,566 
Ethiopia ................. 4.767 1,133 54,482 39,983 40,876 
ot yp he ee 11,971 3,426, 89,863 039 60,684 
Madagascar . SR Te A ITS ER 4,323 1,436 28,752 10,712 17,197 
Ea a ee —-- = 203 —- — 
SS et eae YP —- —- 1 28 72 
ED ID ccacneinatgnsechiatieenieretnnaniiniinies 281,414 181,712 2,451,003 2,589,627 2,309,683 
, Total value (In. $1,000) . ee FO 93,860 1,229,739 1,321,368 1,437,744 


*Revised. ° 





Malayan Weaving Plant To 
Start Operations in March 


The Malayan Weaving Mill, the first 
major enterprise of its kind in the 
Federation of Malaya, is expected to 
start the weaving and dyeing of cotton 
piece goods in March. 

Located at Skudai in the State of 
Johore, the plant is reported to have 
an initial monthly production of 500,000 


30 


yards, with 200 automatic looms. 

The owners envisage 500 looms in 
operation by the end of the year and 
an annual production of 15 million 
yards. The labor force, currently 120 
workers, would then rise to 500. 

Thus far, M$2 million (approximately 
M$3=US$1) of capital from Hong Kong 
has been invested in the mill. The 
company hopes to attract local capital 
for its planned expansion.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Kuala Lumpur. 


Colombia To ... 


(Continued from page 5) 
amounted to US$26.2 million, a redy, 
tion ef nearly US$3 million, compareg 
with the preceding month, 


Coffee Exports Decrease 


Shipment of 447,201 bags of coffee jp 
December brought total exports for the 
calendar year 1957 to 4,823,735 bags of 
60 kilograms each. By way of compari. 
son, exports amounted to 5,069,891 bags 
in 1956, and 5,866,891 bags in 1955. The 
decrease of 246,042 bags in 1957, a 
compared with the preceding year, way 
accounted for almost entirely by a re. 
duction (226,832 bags) in shipments to 
the United States. 


Price Index Rises 





The workers price index increased 
again nationally from 131.9 in O¢ 
to 132.3 in November (July 1954 to J 
1955=100). Increases were noted 
foodstuffs and wearing apparel, Al 
though no statistics are available f 
December, considerable stir in the ] 
press over “uncontrollable” and “spiral 
ing” prices brought forth comment f 
Ministry of Development officials tha 
price controls were being studied, 
that a committee to study the 
feasible methods of keeping prices i 
check would be organized shortly. T 
date, however, no system of price con 
trols is enforced, other than control 
wholesale and retail prices of sugar. 

Industrial activity was slowed in 
cember as many plants closed or cur- 
tailed operations voluntarily for the 
customary year-end vacation and in- 
ventory period. The production rate 
however, appeared to have been fair 
when allowances are made for the holl- 
day season slowdowns. Employment wa 
generally unchanged. 

AutomotivVe plaf&t representatives re 
port they have been encouraged to be- 
lieve that limited production of trucks, 
jeeps, and other commercial vehi 
will be allowed in the first half of 1 
A Government planning council, in 
lished account, recommended thaé the! * 
local plants be allowed to assemble 
some automotive units, using local labor! » 
and materials whenever possible, in 
order to satisfy the country’s minimum 
transport needs with the least dollar 
cost.—U. S. Embassy, Bogota. 
















” 





Canada’s cotton consumption of 2; 
000 bales (500 pounds gross) in Decem 
ber 1957 was 16 percent less than con’ 
sumption of 31,000 bales in November} | 
and 7 percent below consumption 
28,000 bales in December 1956, accord) 
ing to the Foreign Agricultural Service! 

Consumption during August-Decembet 
1957 was 150,000 bales, 8 percent below 
consumption of 163,000 bales a yeal 
earlier. 
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Long-Staple Cotton 
Again Under Inquiry 


A supplemental investigation into im- 
ports of cotton having a staple of 1% 
inches or more in length has been insti- 
tuted by the Tariff Commission, accord- 
ing to its announcement of January 30. 

This inquiry is pursuant to Section 22, 
which authorizes the limitation of 
imports in order to prevent material 
interference with the Department of 
Agriculture’s price support or marketing 
order programs. 

By Presidential proclamation of Sep- 


tember 5, 1939, annual absolute quotas 
were established on imports of cotton 





utives re 
ed to be 
of trucks, 





having a staple of 1‘ inches or more in 
length. The current annual global quota 
of 45,656,420 pounds has been filled. The 
Tariff Commission states, “. . . because 
of unusual circumstances a substantial 
part of the quota for this year was 
filled by cotton of a staple length which 
normally has not entered under this 
quota, with resultant hardship to im- 
porters normally entering cotton of a 
greater staple length and threatening 
domestic users of foreign extra long 
staple cotton with a short supply.” 

This supplemental investigation will 
determine whether the admission of an 
additional quantity of cotton having a 
staple of 154 inches or more in length 
during the current quota year, which 
ends July 31, 1958, may be allowed with- 
out disrupting the Agriculture Depart- 
ment’s cotton programs. 

A public hearing in this investigation 
will be held beginning on April 8, 1958. 
Interested parties desiring to be heard 
should file a written notice with the 
Secretary of the Commission at least 
3 days in advance of the hearing. 





Carpet, Rug Hearing Set 
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The Tariff Commission announced on 
January 30 that it has instituted an es- 
tape clause investigation~ into imports 
ef Wilton and velvet carpets and rugs, 
Upon application of the Carpet Insti- 
tute, Inc.. New York, N. Y., on the 
grounds of serious injury to the domes- 
tic industry from increased imports of 
those products under the trade agree- 
ment reduction in duty. 

Under consideration are “Wilton and 
velvet carpets, rugs, and mats, and car- 
pets, rugs, and mats of like character 
& description, classifiable under para- 
—~_ 1117(a) of the Tariff Act of 
wt public hearing in this investigation 
) Will be held beginning on June 10. In- 
jlerested parties desiring to be heard 
» | thould file a written notice with the Sec- 


\ fetary of the Commission at least 3 days 
in advance. 


February 10, 1958 





~ Although 


Viet-Nam Authorized Procurement 


In accordance. with requests made by the Viet-Namese Government, 
the U. S. International Cooperation Administration has authorized sub- 
stantial procurements by that country under the 1958 nonproject com- 


modity aid program. 


Authorizations issued by ICA in January for worldwide procure- 
ment by Viet-Nam are the following: 








Terminal Amount (in 
Commodity and Contract delivery thousand 
authorization number period date dollars) 
Generators and MOtors ceecccccccccccccececceccesccecseee 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 $150 
Me rn ~99-LI-8264)! ° 
achine tools ..... wie 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 0 
(30-750-99-LJ-8265) _ a : 
Metalworking “puna 3 oneget. 
machine tools .... ae . 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 40 
(30-760-99-L1-8266) 
Tractors, wheel-type, except industrial 
ON CONtFACtON’S TYPE ounnceccecccccscoscecoescssesescee 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 125 
(30-832-99-LI-8267) 
Scientific and professional pent sdinsiine ‘ 
apparatus and supplies ....... . 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 100 
(30-880-99-LI1-8268) 
Leather and leather eeesucte, 
except footwear ....... wees 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 20 
(30-480-99-LI-8276) 
Chemieals and chemical preparations, 
except alcohol, fertilizer materials, syn- 
thetic rubber, and toilet preparations... 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 800 
(30-390-99-LI1-8271)? 
Stone, hydraulic cement, lime .............. 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 1,000 
(30-6401-99-LI-8272) 
Pulp, paper, and paper products, 
~~ Ee Eee ee . 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 500 
(30-591-99-LI-8273) 
Miscellaneous iron and 
Steel manulactures ......rccccccsecesccecssceccserseceeee 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 200 
(30-680-99-LI-8274) 
Newsprint joccuteqmpeensiienincisbiostemiaecpocadgnss, Lana 12/31/58 250 
(30-592-99-LI-8275) 
Textile products including semimanu- 
factures, fabrics, cordage, and twine... 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 6,000 
(30-540-99- LI-8276) 
Crude oil and petroleum products ............ 12/31/57-6/30/58 12/31/58 2,000 
(30-620-99-LI-8269)? 
Naval stores, other than rosin 
or turpentine TTA 12/31/58 28 
(30-2153-99-LI-8021)* 
IE pacenenni vecvessnncctinsonnssnecsvionshiiesesiansiesedbanivascavenenvosiiadlinibeadicsitinisde teleenaaiiaias ns eine alt $11,430 





1 Commodities financed under this authorization may not be used for publicly owned estab- 


lishments without prior consent of ICA/W. 


2 This authorization may not be used for the procurement of dyestuffs. 
* This authorization may not be used for the purchase of crude oil (code 6201). 
* Procurement under this authorization is restricted to shellac in various forms and gum 


arabic. 

no further information 
concerning opportunities for trade under 
these authorizations is now available, 
if and when more details become avail- 
able, such as name of buyer and de- 
scription of goods to be purchased, 


they will be anflounced in the publica- 
tion series Small Business Circulars, 
issued by the Office of Small Business, 
International Cooperation Administra- 
tion, Washington 25, D. C. 





Import Quota Removed 
On Short Harsh Cotton 


The President, by Proclamation of 
January 28, accepted the unanimous 
recommendation of the U. S. Tariff 
Commission for terminating the quota on 
imports of “short harsh cotton” having 
a staple of three-quarters of an inch or 
less. 

The Tariff Commission had found in 
a supplemental investigation undertaken 
at the request of the Department of 
Agriculture that the circumstances re- 
quiring the import quota of 70 million 
pounds a year on harsh or rough cotton 
no longer exist and recommended the 
quota termination in its report to the 
President on December 23. 


The restriction -was originally estab- 


lished in a Presidential directive of 
February 1, 1947, after an investigation 
under section 22 of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act, as amended. It limited 
imports of harsh or rough cotton to an 
annual quota of 70 million pounds. 





Cotton production in French Equa- 
torial Africa during the August-July 
1956-57 season was estimated at 155,- 
000 bales (500 pounds gross), down 
slightly from the 1955-56 crop of 165,- 
000 bales, but about the same as in 
1954-55, according to the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service. 

The reduction in 1956-57 was attrib- 
uted to unfavorable weather in several 
regions, and a slight reduction in the 
area harvested—785,000 acres, com- 
pared with 800,000 in 1955-56. 
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New Customs Valuation Procedure 
Becomes Effective on February 27 


The Treasury Department has announced that on February 27 the 
valuation provisions of the Customs Simplification Act of 1956 will 


enter into force. 


At the same time there was published in the Federal Register of 
January 28, 1958, the final list of articles which will continue to be valued 
for customs purposes under the presently applicable provisions of the 
Tariff Act. of 1930 rather than under the valuation provisions of the 


Simplification Act. 


The Treasury stated: “It is expected 
that use of the new valuation provisions 
will result in the simplification of cus- 
toms work and the speeding up of final 
determination of the duties due on im- 
ported merchandise.” 


‘The new valuation procedures will ap- 
ply to over 83 percent of U. S. imports 
dutiable on the basis of value. Export 
value, which is the usual wholesale 
value in the foreign market for trade 
with the United States, will be the pre- 
ferred basis for valuation under the new 
procedures. 

The older formula of the higher of 
export value or foreign value—the usual 
value in the fofeign market for home 
consumption—will continue to apply to 
the listed commodities. A total of 139 
commodity numbers are listed in full 
and 230 commodity numbers have some 
but not all items included on the final 
list. These commodities constitute about 
one-sixth of the dollar volume of im- 
ports dutiable on the basis. of value. 

Copies of this Treasury list may be 
obtained for 15 cents each from the 
Superinter-dent of Documents, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C., or from any of the Department 
of Commerce Field Offices. For commer- 
cial convenience the Department has 
filed an advance copy of that list in 
each of its Field Offices, where it may 
be examined. See Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, August 13, 1956, page 22, and 
September 2, 1957, page 32, for other 
details. 





West German imports of cattle hides 
during January-September 1957 totaled 
209 million pounds, 27 percent above a 
year ago, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 

Imports in the first 9 months of 1957 
were the largest in, postwar years. 


—E 


Second Inquiry on 
Hatters’ Fur Slated 


The Tariff Commission, on its own 
motion, has instituted an investigation 
to determine whether, and, if so, to 
what extent, the modification by Presi- 
dential Proclamation of February 5, 
1952, of the concession on hatters’ fur 
granted in the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) remains nec- 
essary in order to prevent or remedy 
serious injury or the threat thereof to 
the*domestic industry producing like or 
competitive products, according to_an 
announcement of January 30. ¥ 

Hatters’ fur, under the Tariff Act of 
1930, was originally dutiable at 35 per- 
cent ad valorem. As a result of a GATT 
concession, a reduced rate of 15 percent 
became effective on January 1, 1948, 
Following an escape clause investiga- 
tion, the President, by Proclamation on 
February 5, 1952, modified the conces- 
sion and changed the rate of duty to 
4742 cents a pound, but not less than 15 
percent nor more than 35 percent ad 
valorem. 

Section 7 of the Trade Agreements 
Extension Act of 1951 and the escape 
clause provide that the modification of 
such trade-agreement concessions is re- 
quired to be only “to the extent and for 
the time necessary to prevent or rem- 
edy”’ the serious injury. The Executive 
Order of February 5, 1952, prescribes a 
periodic review of such actions and re- 
ports submitted to the President. Four 
reports have been submitted to the 
President in the case of hatters’ fur. 
Instead of a fifth report, however, the 
Commission has concluded that a formal 
investigation is now warranted because 
of the change in conditions. 

A public hearing in this investigation 


ey 


will be held beginning on February 25, 
1958. Interested parties desiring to bg 
heard should file a written notice with 
the Secretary of the Commission at 
least 3 days in advance of the hearing, 


London Firm Deitil 
Export Privileges 


MacDonald Hall and Co., Ltd., of Lon. 
don, England, has been denied all U.§ 
export privileges indefinitely for failupe 
to answer questions concerning unau- 
thorized diversion of U. S.-origin Diesel 
engine spart parts, the Bureau of For. 
eign Commerce has announced, 

BFC said it has reason to believe that 
MacDonald Hall was a participant in 
the illegal diversion of $22,000 worth of 
marine Diesel engine spare parts # 
censed for export from the United 
States to Saudi Arabia. 

The denial order, dated January 2, 
will remain in effect until the London 
firm satisfactorily answers BFC’s ques- 
tions concerning the transaction or gives 
a satisfactory explanation of its failure 
to answer. 

Under the terms of the order, Mae- 
Donald Hall and any othér person or 
firm with whom it may be associated 
are prohibited from ordering, receiving, 
disposing, or otherwise participating in 
U. S. exports, either directly or indi- 
rectly, 
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